VOLUME 4 + No. 1 


A NEW HUMANIST RENAISSANCE 


an Editorial 


THOSE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 


by Ira D. Cardiff 


HUMANISM AND THE GOOD LIFE 


Harry Elmer Barnes 


ENSLAVEMENT BY PRAYER 
Arthur G. Cromwell 


* SISTIVNOILVY TIV YOd INIZVOVW FHL © 





RATIONALISM AND 
THE THINKING MIND 


by Vitali Negri 


FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM 
by Sonja Biersted 


A RATIONAL VIEW 
by Edd Doerr 


2) 
wz 
© 
> 
2 
N 
> 
= 
Oo 
za 
> 
= 
r 4 
m 
= 
w 


ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 


PEN PALS CLUB 


WIDE, WIDE MOVEMENT 


* WNNOA SYIGVAY © 


Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes 


SM3IAIa HOOP © 


“Know then thyself. Presume not God to scan, the proper study of mankind is man. —-POPE. 3 5 Cc 









Confidentially Speaking — 





Welcome: Humanist Friends 


We are happy to welcome an increasing number of 
Humanist subscribers to our American Rationalist family 
of readers. This suggests that perhaps it would be well 
to introduce our Rationalist readers to the Humanist view- 
point and to acquaint them with the prime concerns of 
some of their leaders and thinkers. With this in mind we 
present two Humanist articles in this issue of our mag- 
azine. 


Fortunately this acquaintance can be effected with- 
out any serious shock to either Rationalists or Humanists 
because throughout this country, and especially in our 
larger cities, numerous Humanists are already members 
in good standing in many Rationalist organizations, and 
likewise many Rationalists are accepted members in 
various Humanist Chapters. — Both read each other's 
publications and are active members in each other's 
organizations. There is certainly no essential ideological 
difference between them, especially between the Rational- 
ists and the Scientific Humanists. 


There is actually less difference between the American 
Rationalist and the English Humanist than there is with- 
in the Humanist movement itself in this country, where 
we have both Religious Humanists and Non-Religious 
Humanists, the latter being known as Scientific Human- 
ists. On this point our fellow Editor, Hector Hawton, 
Editor of The HUMANIST of London, states very frankly 
that he considers “Rationalism and Scientific Humanism 
as being identical."" Fact is, our English Humanists were 
formerly Rationalists as such, and their magazine was 
published as “The Rationalist and Literary Guide.’ So 
it is quite apparent that there is no religious connotation 
of any kind associated with our English Humanists. thus 
making them and our American Rationalist; “‘blood 
brothers’, so to speak. 


Your Editor pursues this general theme in his Editorial 
which begins on the following page, and Dr. Harry Elmer 
Barnes follows it with his discussion of ‘“‘Humanism and 
the Good Life."’ Again we heartily welcome our Scien- 
tific Humanist brethren as “fellow liberals,” and plan to 
have more Humanist articles so you will feel very much 
at home with your Rationalist friends. 


—The EDITOR. 
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Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes is emi- 
nent as a scientist, historian, as 
an author, lecturer and American 
Humanist leader. He was one of 
the signers of the “Humanist 
Manifesto” a quarter century ago. 
For further information our read- 
ers can consult “Who’s Who in 
America.” His article on “Human- 
ism and the Good Life” begins on 
Page 8 of this magazine and will 
be concluded in the following July- 
August issue. Many Humanists 
consider this article as the most 
significant statement on Human- 
ism since the Humanist Manifesto, 
and some think of it as announcing 
“a new renaissance of Scientific 
Humanism. 


AN EDITORIAL 





A New Humanist Renaissance 


There is much confusion today as to the meaning of 
the term ““Humanism.”’ We find various sorts of groups label- 
ing themselves as Humanists. It is time that we define the 
term and then use it with clear-cut precision. 


One of the causes of this confusion is that attempts are 
being made to make a religion of Humanism. As a matter 
of fact, historically speaking, Humanism has never been a 
religion. Rather, since the days of the Renaissance, Humanism 
has been a revolt against religion. Despite the fact that a 
few Churchmen lent their names and influence to Humanism 
during the Middle Ages, it was never in any sense a religion. 
When the classical Greek writings began to appear in Europe 
after the Crusades the more learned and intelligent scholars 
started to rebel against the dogmas of the Church and to turn 
their interests to Man in the here and now. That was the 
beginning of the scientific attempt of the thinkers, such as 
Galileo and Francis Bacon, to understand Nature and its laws 
and Man’s place in Nature. 


Humanism is Man-centered 


Humanism was from the beginning a system or mode 
of thought or action in which human interests predominate. 
Orthodox religion has always been God-centered. Humanism 
has always been Man-centered. Most religions (and there 
have been thousands of different religions down through the 
ages) have always been concerned with the nature of God 
(and there are thousands of notions as to the character of 
God) and the relation of Man to God. The Humanist no 
longer concerned himself with that problem. He turned away 
from God to Man. He made Man on this Earth his main 
concern. He made a study of Nature, and of Man as a part 
of Nature. The Humanist turned his back on religious dogmas 
and refused to speculate about the “Something of a Somewhat 
Somewhere” that worried the religious folks. This revolt 
against the religious point of view is the very essence of 
Humanism. 


Returning Humanism to its Historical Position 


It is too bad that the word “Humanism” has been so 
misused in this country. About a generation ago a handful 
of liberal clergymen got the idea of capitalizing on a splendid 
and respectable name which had survived the centuries of 
bigotry without being discredited. They attempted to clothe 
this old non-religious name in religious garments and thus to 
take it over to serve their purposes. This was a complete 
reversal of the whole history and tradition of Humanism 
and its program. Humanism had featured, during the Re- 
naissance, a return to a study of the ancient Greek and Roman 
classics which were almost entirely non-theistic, and then pro- 
ceeded to use and to emphasize the scientific method formulat- 
ed by Francis Bacon, together with stimulating a renewed 
interest in education and democracy which culminated in the 
Enlightenment of the eighteenth century. Life in this world 
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was considered all-important and they left the future life in 
the future world, if any, to take care of itself. The Illuminati 
of that period liked to quote Socrates’ ““Know Thyself’’ and 
Aristotle, who insisted that ‘““The chief aim of life is to live 
beautifully and happily,” and they spurned fear of the gods 
and of the imagined future torments in an imagined hell or 
perdition. The attempt to make a religion of Humanism, in 
the face of these important historical facts, indicates a false 
leadership, a kind of treason to the ideals, the history and the 
traditions of Humanism as a movement with a program. 

To be true to the spirit of Humanism we should avoid 
all religious terminology, rituals, and connotations and keep 
modern Humanism in line with its historical and traditional 
purposes. To try to make a religion of it is to give it the kiss 
of death. The attempts of these Liberal clergymen have al- 
ready retarded the growth of modern Humanism by several 
decades in this country. Fact is, orthodox religion as such has 
become so thoroughly commercialized and discredited today 
that it is almost hopeless to try to accomplish anything worth- 
while in the name of religion. 

There is no criticism here, either intended or implied, 
of anv liberal religion such as the Unitarian or Universalist 
Churches, the Ethical Culture Society, or certain branches of 
Quakers, which were originally established as religious organ-- 
zations. but to take a movement several centuries old which 
was never a religion in any sense, but was rather a revolt 
against religion, and then to undertake to make a new religion 
of it, in this writer's opinion, is not only confusing and mis- 
leading, but almost dishonest. 


Present Results do not Justify Efforts 


Another grievous error on the part of these misled clergy- 
men, in the opinion of many Humanists, is the slanting of 
their appeal to religious liberals because, frankly, there are 
really few religious liberals to whom they can appeal, as is 
evidenced by the lack of any significant results after more 
than twenty years of effort and elaborate expenditure and 
promotion. There is no significant membership to show for 
all this effort and expense. 

After almost a quarter of a century of effort there are 
only a few small groups of organized Humanists scattered 
over the country with almost no permanent groups in establish- 
ed centers. All those who desire a liberal religion have already 
found a religious home in the Unitarian or Universalist churches 
or in Ethical Culture Societies. If they do not want a religion, 
liberal or otherwise, they do not want it under the label of 
Humanism or any other name. Some of us are convinced 
that a true Humanist Movement within a period of five years 
would greatly out-distance the present official organization and 
limited efforts of the so-called religious Humanists. 


Coordinator or Competitor 


Some religious Humanist leaders frequently assert that theirs 
is a “coordinating organization’. But this is a practical im- 
possibility because by representing Humanism as a religion, 
even as a non-theistic religion, the organization is in direct 
competition with all other liberal religions including the 
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Unitarians, the Universalists, the Ethical Cutluralists and some 
branches of Quakers. It is futile and illogical as well as 
foolish to try to function simultaneously as both a competitor 
and a coordinator, How can a competitor coordinate his com- 
petitors? This wholly impossible situation is largely the cause 
of the almost total lack of any program of action, any appeal 
to modern youth, or, for that matter, any real appeal to the 
religious liberals toward whom the program is supposed to be 
directed. Hence the organization has made little progress 
anywhere. 

So, we repeat, any attempt to make a religion of Human- 
ism is to violate its true concept and its historical character. 
Those who are now attempting to do so are a handicap to 
any genuine Humanist Movement. 


The Essence of True Humanism 


What Humanism really is has been well defined by Dr. 
Corliss Lamont of Columbia University in his book “Humanism 
as a Philosophy."’ He writes: ‘“‘Humanism is a philosophy of 
joyous service for the greater good of all humnity in this 
natural world and acording to the methods of reason and 
democracy.” No mention of religion here. 


He then goes on to state that there are eight central 
propositions in the Humanist philosophy or point of view, 
as follows: 

‘First, Humanists believe in a naturalistic cosmology or 
metaphysics or attitude toward the universe that rules out 
all forms of the supernatural and regards Nature as the totality 
of being and as a constantly changing system of events which 
exists independently of any mind or consciousness. 

“Second, Humanists, drawing especially upon proven 
facts of science, believe that Man is an evolutionary product 
of this great Nature, of which he is part, and that he is an 
inseparable unity of body and personality having no individual 
survival beyond death. 

“Third, Humanists believe that human thinking is as 
natural as walking or breathing, that it is individually con- 
joined with the functioning of the brain, and that ideas, far 
from existing independently in some separate realm, arise 
and have reality only when a complex organism such as Man 
is interacting with its environment and is intelligently active. 

“Fourth, Humanists, having their ultimate faith in man, 
believe that human beings possess the power or potentiality 
of solving their own problems, through reliance upon reason 
and scientific method applied with courage and vision. 

“Fifth, Humanists believe that human beings possess 
true freedom of creative action and are masters of their own 
destiny. 

“Sixth, Humanists believe in an ethics or morality that 
grounds all human values in this-earthly experiences and re- 
lationships; and that holds as its highest loyalty the this- 


wordly happiness, freedom, and progress — economic, cultural 
and ethical — of all mankind, irrespective of nation, race or 
religion. 


“Seventh, Humanists believe in the widest possible de- 
velopment of art and of the awareness of beauty, including the 
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appreciation of external Nature, so that the aesthetic experience 
may become a pervasive reality in the life of man. 


“Eighth, Humanists believe in a far-reaching social 
program that stands for the establishment throughout the 
world, of democracy and peace on the foundations of a truly 
flourishing and cooperative economic order, both nationally 
and internationally.” 


Dr. Lamont further adds that “These eight points embody 
Humanism in what | believe is its most acceptable form today. 
This philosophy can be more explicitly characterized as 
scientific Humanism, naturalistic Humanism, secular Human- 
ism, or democratic Humanism." The reader will note there 
ie no mention in this comprehensive statement of any religious 
Humanism at all. 

Summarizing the foregoing statement, Dr. Lamont con- 
cludes: 

*‘Humanism is the viewpoint that men have but one life 
to lead and should make the most of it in terms of creative 
work and happiness; that human happiness is its own justifica- 
tion and requires no sanction or support from supernatural 
sources; that the . supernatural, usually concieved of in 
the form of heavenly gods and immortal heavens, does not 
exist, and that human beings, using their own intelligence 
and cooperation liberally with one another, can build an en- 
during citadel of peace and beauty upon this earth.” 


Dr. Eustace Hayden, one of our leading Humanist think- 
ers and writers in this country, in one of his many excellent 
addresses, states: “Humanism is not a new religious sect 
added to the confusing multitude. Nor is it an ology with the 
theo left out. Nor is it a revision of any traditional form of 
religious philosophy. 

“Humanism is a new cultural climate pervading all life. 
It is the philosophy of democracy and science, inclusive of 
all phases of culture and wide as the world. It is a climate 
spreading all over the world. 

“The mass of thinking men in the Western World are 
Humanist in their practical living — using tools of science, 
wrestling with the world for the values thev desire, confident 
in their ability to win a better future for all mankind. 

“Modern Scientific Humanism carries the spirit of the 
Humanism of the Renaissance as it came down the centuries, 
flaring up from the life of the people in manv democratic 
movements until it was married with science in modern times.” 


A New Humanist Renaissance 


Such thinkers as Lamont and Hayden do not confuse 
religion and Humanism. They know that historically Human- 
ism was never a religion. Its emphasis has always been on 
the classics, on education, on science, on democracy. and on 
culture. It never made any attempt in any way to be a co- 
ordinator of religions of any kind. 


In this year of 1959 we would greatly rejoice to see an 
assembly or conference of all the Scientific Humanists, the 
Rationalists, the Freethinkers, and the Secularists with the 
object of forming an organization that would be a true ex- 
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THOSE “DEAD SEA SCROLLS” 
by Ira D. Cardiff 


Christianity has, for many cen- 
turies, been looking for historical 
evidence which might tend to sub- 
stantiate some of the absurdities 
of the New Testament. It would 
seem that the discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls has furnished 
some evidence that the Essenes 
might have been the progenitors 
of Christian habits of mind and 
certain socital practices, even if 
they have not substantiated any 
of the fantastic fables of New 
Testament writers. May I quote 
from John Allegro, an apparent 
authority on the scrolls (“The 
Humanist” — English magazine, 
Sept., 1958, page 10): 


“Renan’s famous statement that 
‘Christianity is an Essenism which 
has largely succeeded’ has of late 
received considerable airing. The 
recent discovery of Essene docu- 
ments in caves by the Dead Sea 
has seemed at last to offer the 
long-desired measure of its truth. 
From knowing practically nothing 
of sectarian Judaism during those 
all-important centuries over the 
turn of the era, we have been sud- 
denly given an insight into the 
very heart of one of the most im- 
portant Jewish sects of the period.” 


“Certainly the Scrolls sect ap- 
plied the Law with more stringen- 
cy than was required by normative 
Judaism. Their communal regul- 
ations were those of a highly dis- 
ciplined, monastic community and 
whose present mode of life was 
only a preparation for the im- 
minent end of the present world 
order. Very heavy punishments 
were laid down for any of the 
brethren upsetting the good order 
of the community in offenses many 
of which we should consider very 
trivial in the extreme. There seems 
to have been strong ties within 
the community fellowship . . . but 
only hatred towards all those with- 
out.” 

In the three sentences of this 
quotation is embodied three of the 
fundamental tenets of Christianity: 
1. Discipline, severe, out-Jewing 
the Jews, 2. Punishment, to punish, 
even in trivial matters, i.e. “sins” 
which bear no relation to normal 
social practices, 3. “hatred toward 
all those without”, i. e. INTOLER- 
ANCE — the most fundamental 
tenet of Christianity — consign- 
ment to the Christian Hell of all 
who do not believe. 


pression of the Historical Humanist Movement. This can be 
done both on a national and on a regional basis. Such a union 
of all groups which are genuinely Humanist, in character and 
intent, is a challenge that none of us in any or all of these 
groups can afford to ignore. Such coordination, achieving 
the cooperation of all these liberal groups, would indeed in- 
augurate a new Renaissance of Scientific Humanism. 


wel H Oat 
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ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS 


We greet all our readers, subscribers, friends, and 
well-wishers, including our advertisers, on this our third 
birthday! And incidentally, we are discovering numerous 
new friends and supporters with every issue. This is 
natural because we are continually introducing new writ- 
ers and new features. Such a new feature begins with this 
Anniversary Number, a “‘Rationalist Review" section to 
be edited by our Associate Editor, Edd Doerr, recently 
returned from South America. It will be a Rationalist 
interpretation of current affairs. 


Four new Contributing Editors have joined our 
Staff recently: Dr. John J. Kessler, Dr. Marius Hansome, 
Dr. Vitali Negri and Dr. William E. Zeuch, all of whom 
are authors and authorities in their respective fields. They 
share our Anniversary enthusiasm. 


I'M A THREE YEAR OLD 


I'm just a little three year old 
And what a hectic life I've had. 
Financially I’m awful low 

And my circulation bad. 


The doctors who look after me 
Say I might pull through 

If I get a lot of SUBS and dough 
But friend, that’s up to you. 


The messages of praise you send 
My heart with joy they fill 

But the printer he won't take them 
In payment of his bill. 


So please sit down and write a check, 
Send in a sub or two; 

And I'll feel a whole lot better. 
Can I depend on YOU? 


AR (via Sam Hill) 








RICA YON IC ION IO VG NICZ ONION IO 


The American Rationalist « 7 








Humanism And The Good Life 


A Renaissance of Scientific Humanism 


One of the leading mysteries and misfor- 
tunes of the Humanist Movement in the United 
States is its lamentable—almost unbeliev- 
ably—small actual membership and _loosely- 
knit following. After more than a quarter of 
a century of publicly announced existence, 
ideals and purposes, there are only about 
2,000 members of the American Humanist 
Association. There are, perhaps, an equal num- 
ber of members of various rationalist and free- 
thinking splinter groups which have some in- 
tellectual affinity with Humanism. 


Over against this is the fact that there have 
been during this period somewhere between 
25 and 50 million American adults with no 
church affiliation nor any apparent traditional 
religious beliefs. Their number is increasing at 
the present time. Offhand, it would seem amaz- 
ing that at least a million of these relatively in- 
telligent persons, with basically secular ideas 
concerning man, society and the universe, have 
not identified themselves with the Humanist 
Movement. This offers the most logical and 
satisfactory substitute for the ecclesiastical at- 
tachments and supernatural beliefs which secu- 
lar-minded individuals have abandoned. A mil- 
lion members of the American Humanist As- 
sociation would represent less than four per- 
cent of those who might quite logically be ex- 
pected to wish to associate themselves with the 
most attractive and comprehensive 
movement of the present century. 


secular 


The reasons for this disparity between the 
great potential support of the Humanist pro- 
gram and the almost microscopic actual mem- 
bership of the American Humanist Association 
have often been discussed and debated, but 
they are not difficult to discern by those to 
whom willful blindness to the facts is not a 
vested organizational interest. To be sure, the 
small membership has reduced the power to 
inform the public and to draw in new mem- 
bers, but it is also quite obvious that the re- 
sources and influence of the existing member- 
ship of the American Humanist Association 
have not always been wisely or fully utilized 
in seeking to add numerical and operational 
strength to the Association and its program. 
Indeed, the suspicion has been aroused from 
time to time that some of the leading mem- 
bers of the Association would actually prefer 
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to keep it a very small and select society. This 
may well produce a very friendly, cozy, and 
informal relationship, but it also surely pre- 
cludes the possibility of exerting any consider- 
able force for improving the well-being of so- 
ciety at large. 


Few of the potential 25-50 million persons 
who might logically affiliate with Humanism, 
know little or anything about the movement 
or its program. Many who have heard or read 
of the term “‘Humanism”’ associate it with the 
scholars and authors of the Renaissance of four 
or five hundred years ago. Others identify it 
with the conservative literary and philosophical 
movement, associated with scholars like Irving 
Babbitt, that enjoyed some popularity in the 
more lofty intellectual circles following the first 
World War. Only the merest handful of those 
who have ever heard of “‘Humanism’”’ identify 
it with the American Humanist Association. 


Many of those who have some notion of 
what the Association represents have not dis- 
cerned any real reasons for joining it. So far 
as is readily apparent to any outside observer, 
even one reasonably well informed about the 
facts, all that the Association stands for is a 
secular perspective, intellectul freedom and tol- 
erance, and a rational and benign attitude to- 
ward modern life and its problems. Humanism 
has no monopoly on these attitudes and inter- 
ests. Many secularly-minded individuals feel 
that they can “go it alone,” and see no need 
for joining any secular organization. There are 
also numerous liberal organizations which seek 
to improve human life here on earth through 
secular agencies. 


Even a careful and persistent reading of the 
Humanist Magazine would not provide any 
definitive or impressive evidence of anything 
particularly unique or compelling about Hu- 
manism, Much the same material, interests and 
attitudes are encountered in such journals as 
Harpers, the Atlantic Monthly, and other ex- 
cellent liberal and secular publications of lesser 
popularity and circulation. The Humanist Mag- 
azine is surely a worthy publication, but its 
content and tone have not been suitable or 
effective in bringing many new members into 
the Association through excitement, curiosity, 
or even thoughtful contemplation. Nor does it, 
by itself alone, justify the existence of a na- 
tional Humanist organization. Some of the re- 





cent publicity carried on by the Association 
might give the impression that it does exist 
mainly to publish and distribute the Humanist 
Magazine, since little or no mention is made 
of the general Humanist program or its pos- 
sible membership attraction to secularly-mind- 
ed persons. 

All of this adds up to the fact that the 
American Humanist Association must demon- 
strate to the large potential membership of 
many millions of secularly-minded persons that 
it has an intellectual and social orientation and 
an operational program which can enlist the in- 
terest of those who seek to promote a better 
life here on earth through secular attitudes, 
programs and agencies. 

There has been a tendency for many of the 
leaders of the American Humanist Association 
to rest content with merely gravitating intel- 
lectually around the famous Humanist Mani- 
festo that was issued a quarter of a century 
ago. This was an admirable statement of early 
Humanist ideals and principles, and was very 
useful at the time. Yet, even as a manifesto of 
a secular approach to ethics and human af- 
fairs, it was really a belated announcement in 
1933. An almost identical point of view had 
been set forth by the French philosopher, Count 
Henri de Saint-Simon, in his New Christianity, 
which was published in 1825, and within the 
next five years his disciples, mainly in France, 
had built up the largest popular following that 
any secular religious movement has ever at- 
tained down to the present time, For a quarter 
of a century after this time, Auguste Comte 
elucidated and promoted the idea of a secular 
religion of humanity and outlined its program 
in vast detail. 

Since Comte’s time, there have been numer- 
ous intellectual accomplishments which further 
encouraged and buttressed secularism. Such are 
the progress of Rationalism, the advances in 
natural science, the growth of biblical criticism, 
the development of anthropology and its study 
of religious origins, the rise of psychiatry with 
its explanation of religious emotions on a secu- 
lar basis, and the growth of sociology which 
has revealed the group impulses to religious 
enthusiasm and organization. 

The secular outlook can now be taken for 
granted by Humanists, and there is no longer 
any sensible basis for hashing and rehashing 
the merits and justification of the secular at- 
titude toward life. This, unfortunately, has been 
the chief activity of many leaders of the Amer- 
ican Humanist Association right down to the 
present time. They thus lay themselves open 


to the charge that Francis Bacon made against 
the Scholastic philosophers and theologians of 
the Middle Ages, namely, that they were only 
“tumbling up and down in their own con- 
ceits."" The Humanist Manifesto is still highly 
useful in acquainting interested outsiders with 
the basic attitudes of Humanism, but it should 
now be regarded as a closed chapter so far as 
active Humanists are concerned. The latter are 
now in a position to start with the final para- 
graph of the Manifesto, which reads as follows: 


. . . Though we consider the religious 
forms and ideas of our fathers no long- 
er adequate, the quest for the good life 
is still the central task for mankind. Man 
is at last becoming aware that he alone 
is responsible for the realization of the 
world of his dreams, that he has within 
himself the power for its achievement. He 
must set intelligence and will to the task. 


While the concept of Humanism as a secu- 
lar religion was prevalent at the time of the 
issuance of the Humanist Manifesto and was 
useful in that transitional period, it is now 
deemed more desirable to dissociate Human- 
ism from the word religion because the latter 
has almost invariably been associated down 
through the ages with supernaturalism, theism, 
and belief in a literal immortality. It is, at pres- 
ent, regarded as wiser and more logical to look 
upon Humanism as a secular, ethical and social 
movement. (Since, however, Humanism is free 
from ecclesiastical organization and dogma, it 
cannot and does not seek to preclude the right 
of those who cling to the earlier interpretation 


to do so freely and with the utmost good- 
will.) 


From now onward, the main problem of 
American Humanism should be to concentrate 
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on the achievement of the good life here and 


now, and its leaders should cease over-em- 
phasis on the abstract preachment of secular- 
ism. This is as ineffectual as the constant as- 
sault of orthodox clergymen on sin and evil, 
supernaturally conceived, It is merely ortho- 
doxy in reverse. 


The shift to a concrete program of social 
betterment is not only the best possible method 
of putting Humanism at the service of promot- 
ing the good life; it is also the most effective 


Enslavement By Prayer 


For many years | have wanted to start an 
open and agressive campaign to expose the so- 
called religious exercise of “‘Prayer’’ for what 
it actually is. Since World War Il a great wave 
of mass religious hysteria has been sweeping 
over our nation, aided and abbeted by un- 
scrupulous business men, politicians and church 
leaders. More and more | have come to realize 
the vile and insidious thing it is, calculated to 
enslave the minds and bodies of men! I am 
most deeply concerned by the concerted and 
desperate efforts and methods now being used 
by these exploiters to make religion, “through 
prayer,’ Big Business. Every effort is being 
made to lull the gullible, the trusting, the 
superstitious, and the ignorant into complacent 
semi-conscious and ineffectually apathetic reli- 
gious morons so that their votes may be con- 
trolled, and with great financial profits to the 
promoters. 

The time is long past due when someone 
should have the intestinal fortitude to stand 
out and expose and denounce this terrible 
racket for just what it is. | have determined 
to do the best | can to accomplish just this 
thing. I am dealing with a hard-fisted, un- 
scrupulous bunch of gangsters, and I do not 
propose to handle them, or their racket, with 
kid gloves. | shall call things by their right 
names and confine myself only to facts as | 
have found them. I may hurt some; | hope | 
may awaken many! There are no personalities 
involved, as such, but I am determined to drag 
out into the open a national racket that has 
acquired over twenty-two billions in church 
tax-exempt properties, and untold billions in 


personal and private tax exemptions. Exemp- 
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means of increasing membership and _ social 
power. In short, if Humanism is to be socially 
effective and attain any impressive member- 
ship, it must have a program as well as an 
attitude, and from now onward the program 
should be far the most important item on the 
Humanist agenda. 


(The concluding section of this article, “A 


Dynamic Humanist Program,”’ will appear in 


the next issue of the American Rationalist. ) 


by ARTHUR G. CROMWELL 


tions, ALL of which honest and legitimate 
private and incorporate business must make up 
by unfair added tax burdens. 


While our postage is being disfigured by 
‘Pray for Peace”’ cancellation stamps, our peo- 
ple are being taxed more and more to pay for 
ever greater military power. We are being 
urged to “Pray for Peace’ the while prepar- 
ing for war! How inconsistent can we get! As 
hate cannot beget love, neither can war and 
killings beget peace. Likewise, prayers in any 
and all forms will never be the proper sub- 
stitute for common sense, honest work, and in- 
telligent effort. The fate and destiny of man 
are entirely in the hands of man in a natural 
universe that operates without mercy or malice. 
The more mankind comes to understand this 
the less need for prayer. 


Man is, by nature, a superstitious animal, 
and fear of the known and unknown tend to 
make him a moral and mental coward. He 
thus has been, from time immemorial, an easy 
prey of the soothsayer, the charlatan, the 
preacher, and the like, who would profit by 
these fears, ignorance and weaknesses. Prayer 
has been one of the most pernicious, injurious, 
mischievous frauds ever perpetrated upon one 
fellowbeing by another. It has been the method 
used to bring the weak of mind and the suf- 
fering to his knees in “humble submission” to 
the will and wish and profit of those who 
would gain much and give nothing. Prayer be- 
numbs reason and thus destroys the native 
willpower so necessary for man’s own well- 
being. Prayer promises much, but in truth gives 
nothing. It lures one to hope for immortality 
and like unattainable things, and leaves but a 
path of frustrations that would destroy the 





mind and will. Prayer builds illusions and 
hopes that do nothing but leave a void and 
a dissipated dream-world at our feet. Prayer, 
like wai, only destroys, leaving a broken hulk 
that was once a man. Prayer is a prime ex- 
ample of “Man's inhumanity to man!” It is to 
be condemned by every honest-thinking per- 
son. 


We ask, “How does man become so easy 
a prey to this prayer idea>’’ His superstitious 
inclinations, plus physical and mental laziness 
make of him “easy money” for those who 
“love God” more than they do their fellow- 
man. These impostors take advantage of man’s 
lack of understanding of the universe, his fear 
of the unknown and his desire for immortality, 
and so armed with a lot of sanctimonious reli- 
gious piousness, gaudy rainment and most elab- 
orate rituals in gold-trimmed marble churches, 
they go to work to “‘soften up” the penitent, 
and the ever-present collection plate does the 
rest. These preachers and revivalists play on 
the emotional makeup of their victims to the 
point where what reason they might have had, 
is abdicated in favor of emotional outbursts 
and abject surrender. Advantage is taken of 
the fears, the loves, the trials and tribulations 
of the penitents, the faults and failings they 
may have, and the confessions they may have 
made, as well as their mixed sense of values. 
The old religious ballyhoo with all its singing 
and prayers are applied to make the penitent 
more and more believe he is almost a hope- 
less sinner and his only salvation is in prayer 
and more prayer. And so the penitent finds 
himself relying more and more on the say-so 
of others and believing that they can cause a 
supposed “‘supernatural” to violate the natural 
in his favor. The penitent either does not know 
or refuses to acknowledge the fact that all 
existence is but natural, existing in a very nat- 
ural fashion in a very natural universe, and 
that no man or anything can violate natural 
law by either prayer or any other means. 
Nature moves on regardless of man’s will, 
wish, or even his existence. Man is only a bit 
of that great nature, and when anyone pre- 
tends to be able to operate this to personal 
advantage he knowingly commits a fraud. 


There is a tendency on the part of man- 
kind to believe that what is old in tradition is 
true in fact. Of course, nothing could be less 
true. Much of tradition was founded on folk- 
lore and fable, which in turn sprang from the 
roots of superstition and fear of the unknown. 
Age may improve the wine, but it can never 
make old falsehoods true. Facts in nature are 


entirely independent of time, place and the 
capricious whims and behavior of man. The 
better the facts of nature are understood, the 
better advantage mankind may be able to 
make use of them. Both the preacher and the 
Rationalist know this, but the difference lies 
in the fact that the Rationalist wants ALL his 
fellowman to know it also, while the preacher 
would hide the “‘facts of life’’ from his con- 
gregation and continue to prey on prayer. 


A most interesting paradox appears here in 
the behavior of the religious. In his all-too- 
short swirl in time and space he knows that 
death is the inevitable climax to his birth. He 
wants to live a long life—the longer the bet- 
ter—even willing to live on and on, never to 
die, yet at the same time believing in, and 
wanting, an immortality in some much be- 
lieved-in, but very unknown, “‘hereafter’’. His 
faith in immortality gives way to his fear of 
death, so he goes to the doctor and the sooth- 
sayer in the vain hope that the inevitable may 
be avoided. And, the more religious one hap- 
pens to be the more he calls upon medical care 
and prayer to prevent his going to that “Im- 
mortality Land.” No other person on earth has 
more religious connections than the Pofe in 
Rome. No other person calls for more medical 
care and prayers in his behalf to prevent death 
than he; yet he is said to be “The Vicar of 
God!" What cowardice and fakery mankind 
practices in the name of fear, prayer and re- 
ligion! 

In spite of all the trials and tribulations of 
life here, man is so in love with living it 
HERE. and NOW, that even though he “Trusts 
God” and ‘Fears the Lord’’ and believes in 
“Immortality beyond the grave” he makes 
every effort to remain a LIVING MORTAL, 
and enjoy all the good things (as well as the 
bad) of this life. It is this will and wish to 
continue this life that makes for prayer. Just 
how does he attempt to get in personal con- 
tact with this supposed supernatural? He holds 
an audible or silent discourse with this imag- 
inary supernatural, or almighty, in which, said 
discourse is entirely, and actually, but a mono- 
logue, man himself, being the only participant 
as far as is actually known. There is nothing 
more silent than the “Voice from the grave,” 
or “the voice from Heaven."’ The existence, 
the omnipresence, the omnipotence, and the 
omniscience of any and all gods are but human 
beliefs, not founded on facts or experiences; 
they are illusions, worthless and harmful to 
man’s well-being. 

(To be concluded in the next issue) 
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No Atheists Allowed 


Well, now we've heard everything. 

We've seen legislators do a lot of silly 
things, but over in Texas they've really come 
up with the all-time champion. A bill is being 
proposed in the legislature, now in session, 
which would require all who seek employment 
as a teacher in a state school to acknowledge 
the existence of a supreme being. 

Dubbed the “‘anti-atheist’’ bill, this legisla- 
tion would introduce into state law “‘a fine of 
not less than $100 nor more than $1000 for 
teaching in a public school without a written 
statement under oath acknowledging belief in 
a Supreme Being.” 

The sponsors say the bill is designed to pre- 
vent employment of any teacher who would 
“expound, advocate, and promote’ atheistic 
philosophies to his “captive audience.” 

Of all the legislative barriers to freedom of 
thought we've seen, this is the greatest. To 
restrict discussion and criticism of any institu- 
tion, including Christianity, is to plunge educa- 
tion back to the Dark Ages. Schools are the 
market-places of ideas, where thoughts on all 
subjects should be exchanged without fear of 
legislative attack. 

In assuming that students are so intellectual- 
ly lacking as to make a “‘captive audience” for 
the spread of atheistic ideas, the legislators 
have grossly underestimated the intelligence of 
the modern student. 

Fortunately, there is widespread opposition 
to the bill, with many of the attacks on it com- 
ing from clergymen who do not feel that their 
religions need any protection from atheists. 
One minister said, ““No self-respecting profes- 
sor would sign such an oath. I'm not sure God 
really needs it.” 

Student newspapers have also been strongly 
opposed to this threat to academic freedom. 
The Toreador of Texas Tech said, “If HB 495, 
a bill currently before the state legislature, is 
passed, Texas will become the first state to set 
religious qualifications for public jobs—and the 
state government will become the first Ameri- 
can government to seriously abridge freedom 
of religion.” 

We have enough faith in the intelligence of 
our next-door neighbors to predict that the bill 
will never pass. The disturbing thing is that 
such a ridiculous piece of legislation was ever 
cooked up in the first place. Looks like some 
lawmaker just wanted to grab a few head- 
lines. —- (From the Daily Revellie, published 
by Louisiana State University Student Body, 
March '10, 1959.) 
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A THINKING MAN’S 
MAGAZINE .. . 


“Pardon me, sir, what is the name of the 
magazine you are reading?” 


“The American Rationalist.” 


“Do you think everybody should read this 
magazine?” 


“Yes, it would make people think ration- 
ally!" 
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} SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS SUNDAY ; 
CLOSING LAWS 
CATHOLIC POWER INCREASES 
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MORE and MORE religious bigots control 
our Congress and our Legislatures. Bills now 
before Congress will prohibit criticism of 
religion. Our liberties are going down the 
drain. Freethinkers can only protect them- 
selves by acting promptly to spread ration- 
alism before it is too late. The lazy or stingy 
rationalist may find our liberties lost—along 
with the billions (yes) we pay for the re- 
ligionists’ taxes and their special benefits. 
$ Below are listed books, leaflets, which are 
priced next to nothing. — Buy them and 
awaken others — send in each letter, carry 
a few in your pocket and pass them out. 


” 

WHAT MARK TWAIN SAID ABOUT GOD. ¢ 

A magnificent satire — 50 for $1.00. 
* 


WHAT A FREETHINKER THINKS. 


By James Hervey Johnson, Mild awakener, 
} 30 for $1.00. 


RELIGION A PRIMITIVE FABLE. 


By Dr. J. M. Wilson. Booklet. 
30c, 4 for $1.00. 


SUPERIOR MEN. By James Hervey Johnson. 
192 p. book, card cover. This book exposes 
the religious racket in bold words. 2 for $1. 


FREE LIST of other books and pamphlets, 
upon request. 


; SUPERIOR BOOKS 


Dept. AR - Box 2832, 
SAN DIEGO 12, CALIFORNIA 











Rationalism And The Thinking Mind 


Mind is the product of the physical func- 
tioning of the brain. Without the brain, mind 
does not exist and the act of thinking is not 
possible. The brain of man, which is the for- 
ward extension of the spinal cord encased in 
the cranium, is the most important, highly spe- 
cialized organ of the human body, and is, with- 
out doubt, the masterpiece of nature's evolu- 
tional creations. 

The faculties of mind include awareness, 
memory, and imagination as prerequisites for 
the formulation of ideas; the abilities of asso- 
ciation, deliberation, and debate for the for- 
mulation of judgments; and the exercise of 
reason by which judgments may be verified, 
information assimilated into knowledge, and 
knowledge crystallized into wisdom. 

The ideal goal of mind is the gradual ascen- 
sion of mental power to that process of think- 
ing wherein ideas, judgments, introspection, 
and intuition must ever be subjected to the 
scrutinization and test of pure reason. This 
process of thinking we call Rationalism. 

Everyone whose brain is capable of func- 
tion, utilizes the faculties of his mind in some 
degree or another. Everyone thinks. But the 
type of thinking achieved, or indulged in, by 
different brains varies enormously. 

These differences in how one thinks and 
what one thinks are constantly determined by, 
and subjected to, the action of certain positive 
and negative factors, all of which fall within 
one of the three primary influences of life: 
heredity, environment, and training. 

Although structurally all human brains are 
much alike, their quality, in terms of durability, 
potentiality, and special adaptabilities, differ 
in small and wide degrees. This qualitative dif- 
ference is hereditary. Its innate potential can- 
not be changed, but only developed or neg- 
lected. 

Other differences are those of environment 
and training which exert a tremendous influ- 
ence in fashioning and molding the individual's 
behavior and beliefs throughout his entire 
existence. 

We may say, therefore, that the thinking 
potential of every person, as inherited from his 
forebears, is acted upon from birth onward by 
the combined influences of his environment 
and training. 

Concurrent with these three primary influ- 
ences is another which is always present: that 


by DR. VITALI NEGRI 


of emotion. Emotion is a psychical response to 
feelings which are either painful or pleasurable, 
and may be increased or decreased in intensity 
by the process of thinking, Every physical im- 
pulse registered upon the brain awakens some 
sort of emotional response. Our ability, as ra- 
tional individuals, to control and direct this 
emotional response depends upon the rules of 
thinking by which the faculties of the mind 
operate in their attempt to solve the mysteries 
and problems of life. 

A great many individuals are content to al- 
low their ideas, beliefs, and actions to be di- 
rected almost exclusively by emotion. “‘Feel- 
ing’ is indentified with actuality. The indivi- 
dual “‘feels’’ a thing must be so or not so, and 
leaves it at that. He does not bother to utilize 
the faculty of reason, other than by resorting 
to premises which, in themselves, are faulty, 
biased, and questionable. 

Even the term reason has been abused to the 
extent that its use has been claimed, yet its 
meaning has remained evasive and obscure. 
What is a rational premise? How can rational- 
ism be tested? Reasoning, itself, must be sub- 
ject to certain exacting requirements, else it be 
bogged down and destroyed by looseness of 
terminology and thinking. 

To counteract such laxity it is necessary that 
we have impersonal instruments by which in- 
formation and ideas may be tested, and either 
proved or disproved. Such instruments must 
stand impervious to the influence of emotion. 
They must be available to all men. They must 
have laws and properties which cannot be 
adulerated. 

It is this author's conclusion that there exist 
three basic instruments by the guidance of 
which all men may test the rationalism of 
their concepts. These three instruments are (1) 
science; (2) logic; and (3) nature. 

All convictions should be born of science, 
logic, and nature. Through them, what the in- 
dividual has thought to be correct may be 
proven or disproven. It is not necessary, in 
utilizing these instruments, that a man be 
versed in all aspects of the attributes of higher 
mentality, but only that he have a recognition 
of their premises. No man lives long enough 
to master all the sciences, all the laws of na- 
ture, or all the wisdom of logic. But he can 
learn to demand scientific facts, to argue and 
weigh factual knowledge in place of emotion- 
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ally conceived opinions, to put his imagina- 
tion to work within the confines of a scientific 
framework, and to let it soar on the kitetails 
of logic instead of superstition. He can seek to 
understand natural phenomena and the laws of 
natural cause and effect, rather than rely upon 
supernatural explanations such as content the 
ignorant and fearful by their resort to magic 
and sorcery. 

But what are science, logic, and nature? Let 
us define our terms so that their meanings may 
be specific. 

Science. By science, the author refers to an 
exact and systematic classification of facts 
whose veracity has been proven by painstak- 
ing observation, investigation, and experimen- 
tation, and from which a knowledge of gen- 
eral laws based upon cause and effect is 
achieved. 

The fact that men have not yet answered 
all of their problems and questions through the 
medium of scientific investigation, or that sci- 
entific knowledge remains incomplete and is 
constantly being added to in all branches of 
scientific endeavor, should not deter us but 
rather encourage us in the use of the scientific 
method. 

Science enables us to ascertain facts. By the 
rules of science the claims of fancy, specula- 
tion, supposition, and even theory are rejected 
until proven to be factual. By this rigid and 
diligent sorting and testing which science de- 
mands, opinions and emotionally deduced con- 
clusions along with faith, the power of tradi- 
tion, and the many cultural and _ religious 
prejudices and beliefs to which men stubborn- 
ly cling, are set aside as valueless and un- 
authorative. 

It is necessary to realize that not everything 
tagged as ‘Science’ is legitimate. When we 
read the terms, “mental science,’ “Christian 
Science,” “‘scientology,’’ “‘moral science,”’ etc., 
etc., we should seek to discover if the ideas 
embodied in them have been submitted to sci- 
entific testing, or if they but represent the 
opinions and theories of their founders based 
upon faith and belief, neither of which are the 
properties of science. A man may have faith 
in a theory but he cannot legitimately label it 
as “‘‘scientific’’ until he has proven its claims 
factually according to recognized scientific p~o- 
cedure. 

Logic. By logic, the author refers to a diag- 
nostic and analytic process of reasoning, gov- 
erned by scientific principles, and leading be- 
yond the bare findings of fact to a conclusion 
of enlightenment by which cause and effect are 
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clearly connected and understood, 

To quote from one of my books, “The Crea- 
tor and the Created” (published 1933): “‘Log- 
ic is the power to take facts into considera- 
tion, to recognize the difference between the 
true and the false, and, above all, to mold and 
educate the mental faculties . . . (It) investi- 
gates impartially, discovers fallacies, rejects 
conclusions that are without proper premises, 
and leads man to believe only when convinced 
on known axioms.” 

Logic should include both inductive and 
deductive methods of procedure, and should 
inform us that an hypothesis built upon belief 
or faith is not a valid premise from which a 
rational conclusion may ensue. Idle intuitions, 
hunches, preconceptions, and prejudices can 
never be the instruments of logical deduction 
or be used as valid premises. Inference, wheth- 
er inductive or deductive, must be guided by 
demonstrable facts; and innate ideas, even 
though claimed as self-evident truths, must 
likewise be based on demonstrable facts. 

Nature. By nature, the author refers to mat- 
ter in all its forms, to all physical phenomena 
and its dynamic forces of cosmic energy, to 
the operative laws of matter by which the 
universe and all existence is governed. 

Nature is the source of science. Nature alone 
tells us what exists, what is real. All that we 
scientifically prove of universal phenomena is 
necessarily an attribute of definite existence. 
Whatever exists in matter or in natural phe- 
nomena is part of the universe and is factual 
evidence. 

What man has termed “‘supernatural’’ does 
not exist and is not true. It is merely a word 
denoting man’s admission that he has not yet 
fathomed all of matter and its laws. For as 
man plumbs st. adily deeper into the mysteries 
of nature, the so-called realm of the super- 
natural becomes relatively smaller and small- 
er in man’s thinking, while the realm of natural 
phenomena becomes ever more comprehensive. 

Man's concepts of God or gods, angels, re- 
incarnation, soul, paradise, hell, the continu- 
ance of life as an individual entity or con- 
sciousness after death and the many thousands 
of other superstitions to which men hold, rev- 
resent expressions of hearsay. opinion. tradi- 
tion, faith, hope, and belief predicated upon 
emotion and misdirected imagination, and are 
delusional without one iota of reality. None of 
them can be verified by science. 
nature. 


logic, or 


If humanity is to progress toward a rational 
world devoid of superstition, thinking human- 





ity must learn to use and be guided by the 
instruments of reason. Any statement or be- 
lief whose assertions cannot be verified by sci- 
ence, logic, and nature has no place in the 
realm of Rationalism. 

. 


From Slavery To Freedom 
By SONJA BIERSTED 


A truly free society, wherein free institu- 
tions would act as a mainstay and protection 
for liberty and freedom, would not grant de- 
greees in Psychiatry and Psychology to or- 
thodox mentalities. If a doctor is unable to 
gravitate to freedom from religious dogma, is 
he not the blind leading the blind? Most as- 
suredly that is the case evidenced by the inter- 
action with organized religion. 

Homosexual desires can directly be traced 
to Christianity’s perverted teachings regarding 
sex. Sexual fantasies lead the homosexual to 
believe that he belongs to a “‘third sex,"’ purer 
and nobler than “‘normal”’ sex. It is, of course, 
dangerous fantasies to engage in. Naturally, 
severe personality conflicts arise, because “the 
third sex”’ idea is but a defense mechanism 
against a deeper feeling of immorality, which 
sets in motion paranoic and other unhealthy 
behavior. 

So long as sex is thought to be too dirty for 
some of Christendom’s clergy, which is a gi- 
gantic joke to begin with, and only fit for pro- 
creation for the rest of Christendom, is it any 
wonder that the male often suffers from im- 
potence and the female from frigidity>? The 
clergy’s aim, consciously or unconsciously, is 
mainly directed at sowing distrust and hostility 
between the sexes, thus blocking out emo- 
tional closeness between the marriage partners. 
This done, the clergy has won a victory and 
can rule in “peace.” 


By and large the man who marries a clergy- 
controlled woman marries a spiritual harlot. 
She gives of her inner self to the clergy when 
she accepts his teachings as truth and goes to 
him with her every-day problems of living, in- 
stead of rightfully sharing ALL aspects of life 
with her husband. Here we witness Eve listen- 
ing to the snake rather than Adam, the Cosmic 
part of her nature. 

The bridal veil symbolizes a woman in 
bondage to either the outside or inside the 
“church,” and her lot is more often than not 
a miserable one. The Virgin, in the Biblical 
sense, means, to this woman, a free woman 
evolving Cosmically. Whereas the bond-woman 


illustrates the cleric-controlled female. Most 
marriages manifest distrust, insecurity, hostility, 
and extreme lack of emotional closeness, in- 
doctrinated via organized religion. The battle 
of the sexes brings many forms of abnormalities 
into play in life, of which homosexuality and 
lesbian behavior are but two harmful ap- 
proaches to life. 

The “celibate” clergy often turns to homo- 
sexual outlets, or he may defile young girls 
under the cloak of the confessional. Many writ- 
ers, some of whom were former “‘priests,”” have 
testified to that statement. And it is to the 
shame of men of science that it has not been 
brought out into the open and prosecuted—is 
it ignorance or cowardice? 

To the honest mind of course it is believable; 
the opposite would be unbelievable, because 
celibacy is against Nature, and we get hurt 
when we violate Cosmic laws. A TRUE mar- 
riage is celibacy. The partners become one, and 
that and that alone is the Scriptural TRUE ver- 
sion of celibacy. The Christian interpretation 
is sheer idiocy. 

Why is it that both sexes feel inadequate? 
This too springs from religious indoctrination. 
If woman feels that her sex is inferior it is be- 
cause that falsehood has been established in 
her by the religion into which she was born. 
Naturally self-hate is the result, and deep un- 
conscious hate of the male sex—her defiler. 
Once caught in the undertow of hate the battle 
for life’s constructive evolutional progress be- 
comes a fight between life and living death. 
Woman must share the blame. So long as she 
lethargically accepts the orthodox concept of 
the role the female must play she is doomed. 
She must somehow recapture her own psycho- 
logical being and evolve within herself, without 
“religious” interference. 


The male guilt, in this often unconscious bat- 
tle of the sexes, also has many harmful effects, 
e.g., homosexuality, domination, frail egos, and 
etc. Respect is born of love, and a marriage 
without mutual respect is nothing but legalized 
prostitution. Marriage is ruined when the snake 
(the clergy) is allowed to play the role of 
spiritual advisor to either one or both partners. 
It is by that sin Eve fell down to a sub-human 
level, and in so doing Mankind’s progress was 
retarded. 

Eve (Mankind) fell because she accepted 
the doctrines of men, and thus submitted to 
the master slave combine, rather than remain- 
ing a freethinking evolutional being in rapport 
with Adam; i.e., the Cosmic part of their 
natures. That is the sole sin of which Man is 
guilty—the sin that distorts the very essence 
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of life in us all, The essence by which we must 
MULTIPLY—giving life to new constructive 
ideas. But this concept of life the clergy has 
perverted into a run-away biological rabbit- 
like fertility race of idiocy. 


WANTED children are expressions of love, 
and in no way enters into the plan conceived 
by the perverted minds of men as propounded 
above. In Christian governments we witness 
the essence of idiocy in full gallop. Govern- 
ments set up laws against illnesses erupting in 
the victims of insane religious/cultural indoc- 
trinations. Homosexuality and other forms of 
illnesses are the by-products of Christendom's 
schizophrenic approach to life. The celibate 
part of Christianity is no less ridiculous than 
the non-celibate part. Both groups enjoy 
“men” priests running about in women’s dress- 
es, which calls to attention an envy of the op- 
posite sex, Even though the clergy strives hard 
to glorify the male sex, it is a matter of theory 
and practice conflicting, which is always the 
case where perversion and hypocrisy are at 
work. 


We are told by the clergy and men of “‘sci- 
ence’ that EVERY woman wants a home, a 
husband, children. This is not a true statement. 
The writer has met some exceptionally fine wo- 
men from time to time, and curiously enough, 
they all shared an uncommon and unorthodox 
idea—they had no strong desire to bring chil- 
dren into the world, even though some of these 
women did and do have children, and are fine 
mothers by virtue of letting their children live 
their own lives. Shame was felt of the female 
rapid reproduction sickness, and it is just that. 
Today women are “honored” when they give 
birth litter-fashion, a most revolting spectacle. 


The clergy and most of society will strongly 
condemn and damn the views of these women 
without a desire for children, which is a strong 
point in these women’s favor. Beware when 
the clergy applaud you, a sure sign of dis- 
integration, 


The orthodox view of Adam and Eve as a 
man and a woman is arrived at by the literal 
interpretation which kills the inherent truisms 
found in the stories in back of the stories. The 
pro and anti Bible readers will never settle a 
thing starting from the premise they do. The 
Bible is nothing but contradictions, the strong- 
est point from which the allegorical stand can 
be taken. In fact, there is no other stand to 
take. We are better off if we leave that Book 
alone. 
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Mourn not the dead... 

But rather mourn the apathetic throng, 
The cowed and the meek, 

Who see the world's great anguish 
And its wrong — — 


And dare not speak. Ralph Chaplin. 
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Dear Dr. Coate: 

It is very good to know that you have a new 
Editorial post and such an important one. It is in 
a way as if your life has been pointed to this 
achievement. May it prove to be rewarding work 
and I am sure you will iend a measure of distinction 
to the publication... 

Mary and I have great hopes of seeing some 
Humanists and some Planned Parenthood Clinics 
in Central Africa and in India during the next two 
months. I will keep an eye open for possible 
libraries which might receive gift subscriptions of 
your magazine, 

Cordially yours, 
Lloyd L. Morain, 
San Francisco, Calif. 
* * * 
Dear Friends: 

About twelve years ago when I was serving for 
a temporary period as Leader of the Fellowship of 
Humanity in Oakland, California, I formulated the 
statement that appears on the Bulletin Board near 
the entrance to our Fellowship Hall. It reads as 
follows: “Humanists affirm that Man, by his own 
power, through scientific knowledge, enlightened 
social purposes, and democratic cooperation, can 
and must build a better human world.” 

Fraternally, 
Hugh Robert Orr, 
Oakland, Calif. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Bravo! I have just received and read the January- 
February issue of your sterling journal and it’s 
getting better fast. The best feature in this issue, 
to me, is the half-page you took on page 18 to 
“toot your own horn,” that is, to advertise the 
magazine itself. I’ve been recommending this sort 
of thing ever since the magazine started, and to 
other Freethought publications as well, but you 
are the first to do it. Everything must be sold. 

Very sincerely, 
C. Harry Nims, 
Detroit, Mich. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I have received a lot of mail in response to the 
inclosed “Letter to the Editor’ of the Plain Dealer 
of Cleveland, on “Belief in God.” Besides some 
written replies, I have sent all the writers literature 
from the Rationalist press. I sincerely hope that, 
as a result of the literature, some will write to you 
for information. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Curtis R. Frankart, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
x * + 
Dear Sirs: 

Please enter my renewal subscription for another 
year. I approve of the increased interest in social 
problems which Dr. Coate has brought to the 
Rationalist magazine. 

Sincerely yours, 
Russell Gilmore, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 











Dear Dr. Coate: 

I was glad to receive a copy of the Rationalist 
magazine. I have read every word of it, including 
the ads. You know what is said about the use of 
ads in evaluating a publication. Your editorial is 
really priceless, and so is Mr. Hewson’s farewell. 
Both of them were beautifully done... 

I am inclosing $2.00 for a year’s subscription and 
I wish you the best of success in the wonderful work 
you are doing. 

Sincerely, 
Josephine Terrell, 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
* - 7 


Dear Editor: 

You may have gathered from my previous letter 
that I am not exactly complacent about some things 
that are on their way here in America. — Human 
Freedom’s 1700-year-old enemy will, if we do not 
get busy, elect our next President. When America 
is ruled by the Pope of Rome, the United States 
will become a second class power, and Russia will 
control the world. 

Rome already has control of our State Depart- 
ment, our Post Office Department, our public press, 
and intimidates our Presidents. We Rationalists, 
as the last remaining vestige of Free America, are 
going to burst into public notice soon or be silenced 
for good. We can speak now, but if we wait too 
long, our mouths will be filled with castor oil. 

Fraternally yours, 
Clifford H. Knowlton, 
San Diego, Calif. 


* + 2 


Dear Editor: 

In response to your January-February issue of the 
Rationalist and the appeal for additional sub- 
scriptions to friends, I am in hearty agreement 
with your idea. More subscriptions will spread the 
Rationalist cause, so here is an extra subscription, 
and I will send in more soon. 

Yours with faith in Rationalism and your fine 
magazine, 

Mrs. L. G. Mulligan, 

La Grange, Illinois. 
* 


* *” 


Dear Editor: 

The following letter from William S. Minkler 
to Time Magazine is very apropos: 

“The election of the Pope has been suitably com- 
memorated by cover pictures on both Time and Life. 
In view of the Roman Catholic Church’s prowess 
as a money-making organization, I think it would 
be a mistake not to put his picture also on the 
cover of Fortune.” 

The fact that the Catholic Church is the richest 
institution in the world cannot be emphasized too 
often. Possibly in due time, the unfortunate in- 
dividuals who have been duped by the church will 
come to realize what suckers they are. One is re- 
minded of the statement of the late H. G. Wells 
that, “The Catholic Church is the greatest evil in 
the world today.” 

Ira D. Cardiff, 
Yakima, Wash. 
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Dear Dr. Coate: 

Oklahoma’s new governor, J. Howard Edmondson, 
in the concluding sentences of his inaugural address 
just completed, quoted Thomas Paine by name from, 
I believe, THE CRISIS. 

It is an interesting new note in Oklahoma politics 
to find any politician, and especially one of the 
younger generation, who even knows of Thomas 
Paine. Since Paine is one of the demigods of the 
American Rationalist Movement, I thought this 
item might be of interest to you. 

I wonder if Edmondson was aware of Thomas 
Paine’s religious beliefs as expressed in “Common 
Sense”, which denied the authority of the Christian 
scriptures, and must be interpreted as deistic or, 
according to Theodore Roosevelt, “a dirty little 
Atheist.” 

It will be interesting to watch the public picture 
develop. — The Governor’s statement follows: 

“When our nation was in the middle of its first 
great fight for freedom and independence, more 
than 180 years ago, a fiery young writer and 
soldier named Thomas Paine made an appeal to 
his fellow Americans for their help in a great cause. 

Today, in 1959, I use the words of Tom Paine to 
ask for your help in making this dream of a greater 
Oklahoma come true. As Tom Paine said 180 years 
ago: ‘I turn with the warm ardor of a friend to 
those who have nobly stood, and are yet determined 
to stand the matter out. I call not upon a few, 
but upon all, not on this one, or that one, but on 
everyone. Lay your shoulders to the wheel. Better 
have too much force than too little when so great 
an object is at stake’.” 

Sincerely, 
John H. Latta, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


* € * 


Dear Editor: 

It is my notion that the only hope for humanity 
is that people learn how to think—self-critically 
and persistently. Freethought has been a tragic 
failure, movements for economic reorganization are 
futile, the mania for war is as alive as ever. We 
have a neurotic population, one that prefers to 
escape problems or imagine that gods, dogmas, 
or blind effort will solve them. If any attack is 
to be made on neurosis, it must be by a rationalist 
movement that understands human psychology and 
somehow persuades people to think. 


As a part of such approach, the least that could 
be done would be the open discussion of social 
problems, I believe. I feel that the rationalist 
movement cannot allow itself to become merely 
another freethought effort. It should offer some 
incentive to think. Can we not bring back a touch 
of Jeffersonian democracy and encourage problem- 
solving, by example? Specifically, why shouldn’t 
“The American Rationalist” boldly present social, 
political and economic questions to be weighed? 


I want to emphasize that this would be a failure 
if the magazine «s such, was to take any definite 
stand on questions other than theological ones. We 
must not be identified as capitalistic or socialistic 
or cooperativist, for example. All these views 
should be expressed. If you receive articles on only 
one view, I suggest holding them beak until you 
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Discussion is the essence 
of democracy and the root of much thinking. One- 
sided magazines and newspapers have been closer 
to the death of democracy and thinking. 


can find opposing views. 


Sincerely, 
Harry E. Mongold, 


Joliet, Illinois. 
* € * 


To the Editor, Williamson Sun: 

Brother Martin Hoeksema, in his “Pulpit” skit 
in yesterday’s Sun quotes an inscription as ap- 
peared on a grave marker. It read: 

“A word to you who now pass by; 
As you are now, so once was I. 

As I am now, so you will be; 
Prepare, therefore, to follow me.” 

It appears that there was more to it than just 
the original inscription. It seems, that soon after 
this marker, with its inscription, was placed over 
the newly mounded grave, a kindly neighbor hap- 
pened along, and paused to read this most unusual 
inscription. He read it over several times, and 
after some cogitation he took out a pencil from 
his pocket and added the following: 

Where you are now, I wish you well — 
If up in heaven, or down in hell, 
But follow you, I'll not consent 
Until I know which way you went! 

In the great cemetery of empires one might well 
find this inscription on the monument marking the 
passing of any one of them: 

The world was our oyster, we took it in stride, 

We laughed at the dangers of egotistical pride. 

We fought and we conquered the nations around; 

Then Destiny caught up — now OUR silence 

profound. 

And, we of today, anticipating what our own 
destiny might be, could add these thoughts before 
our own epitaph is written: 

With the “A” bomb for Anger, 
And the “H” bomb for Hate; 
May the nations counsel and arbitrate, 
Before it is too late. 
Arthur G. Cromwell. 





Unsere besten 
Gruesse zum 


dritten Geburtstag! 


FREIE GEMEINDE 
VON 
ST. LOUIS 














Editor — Plain Dealer, Sir: 

Throughout the history of mankind, thought and 
action was, at one time or another, dominated by 
a belief in the supernatural. 

With the growth of science and knowledge—and 
the security thus engendered—the scope of this 
belief has been steadily reduced until today it is 
no longer entertained by the majority of educated 
men. 

But the God hypothesis still exists; it is this split 
between the natural and the supernatural in thought 
that bars the way of progress. 

The objective examination and evaluation of 
traditional beliefs is difficult. Ingersoll said, “It 
is hard, I know, to find an antidote for a poison 
that was mingled with a mother’s milk.” 

Nevertheless, the antidote is necessary if man- 
kind is to have new and more adequate beliefs. 
Man must find his values within himself; they 
must be related to “this world” if they are to 
be fruitful. 

Most people who believe in God, come to this 
belief not by reason, or evidence, but by ideas 
impressed upon their minds when young. And, of 
course, being children and uncritical, these ideas 
are accepted. 

At a time when fear is returning men to tra- 
ditional beliefs, and reason is being relegated to 
limbo, these words of Thomas Jefferson are all 
the more appropriate: 

“Fix Reason firmly in her seat, and call to her 
tribunal every fact, every opinion. Question with 
boldness even the existence of a God; because, if 
there be one, he must more approve the homage 
of reason than of blindfolded fear . . . Do not be 
frightened from this inquiry by any fear of its 
consequences. If it end in a belief that there is 
no God, you will find incitements to virtue in the 
comfort and pleasantness you feel in its exercise 
and in the love of others which it will procure for 
you.” Curtis R. Frankart, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Received your very kind letter yesterday. Many 
thanks for the same. 

Briefly stated, the dueling business came about 
this way: 

Two local leaders of the organization known as 
the White Citizens Council began a campaign, in 
the newspaper owned by one of them, to force me 
to leave Mississippi. Now, I didn’t particularly 
mind leaving Mississippi, but I did object to being 
run out by that mob; so in a moment of stress and 
anger I suggested to those gentlemen that we 
settle our differences in the old Southern traditional 
manner of dueling. One of them immediately ran 
to the Sheriff for protection! Since one of his 
charges in his newspaper against me was “Posey 
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doesn’t believe in Southern traditions,” I got quite 
a chukle out of HIS refusing to engage in one of 
the oldest and “noblest” Southern traditions of 
them all! 

By the way, the other individual involved was 
ashamed to admit his fear so he simply found it 
convenient to sell out and move from the county. 
Summing matters up, the results were: — The 
President of the local chapter of the White Citizens 
Councils left the county, the Publicity Chairman 
had me arrested for attempted dueling. I was con- 
victed in a Justice of the Peace Court and fined 
$300. I refused to pay and appealed to a higher 
court. The case has been postponed and it’s very 
doubtful that it will ever be tried again... 

Thanks again for your letter and if I can ever 
be of any service to you, please call upon me at 
any time. Please give my best regards to all our 
St. Louis Rationalist friends. 

Buford W. Posey, 
Mississippi, U.S.A. 
ok * * 
Dear Editor, 

Many thanks for your November-December 1958 
issue of The American Rationalist as well as your 
publishing of my name in the Pen-Pals Club which 
has resulted in my receiving a lot of reading ma- 
terial, such as Marie Harlowe sending me thirteen 
copies of rationalist papers. 

I understand to maintain a non-profit organiza- 
tion is very hard. The fact that you are maintaining 
it is wonderful. 

Yes, I did tell Mr. Dave Shipper that I need 
your paper. But it is only on condition that sending 
me free copies is not a difficulty to your good 
selves. If it is, I shall arrange with Marie Harlowe 
or someone else for old papers with which I can 
also be satisfied. 

Your next birthday is drawing near and you 
will. hear my greetings from your foreign corres- 
spondent, Mr. Dave Shipper. Here I am glad to 
repeat my sincere wishes for your greater achieve- 
ments in the future. 

Wu Hsueh-kun, 
Formosa. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

It is refreshing to find a Rationalist magazine 
that takes pride in the fact that the launching of 
the first earth satellite was achieved by the first 
great modern nation to renounce ancient religious 
beliefs. We are accustomed to this attitude in the 
Czech Rationalist papers, but the English-language 
magazines, in their covert or open hostility to the 
Soviet Union, too often make common cause with 
the very religions which they expose as backward. 

It is good, too, to see a quotation of Ingersoll’s 
beautiful “Vision of the Future,” which, you say, 
only Rationalism with its peaceful program of 
Education can make a realit.y What kind of an 
economic system will bring in this blissful world? 
(Editor’s note: We do not know if Mr. Ingersoll 
had any definite economic ideas as to how it was 
eventually to be achieved, but it is certainly a 
beautiful expression of his fine idealism). Every 
issue of the American Rationalist can be a push 
in that direction. 

Bessie B. Chenicek, 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Sen. John F. Kennedy 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

I am sure that a great many American Catholics 
and all other American citizens hail your forthright 
declaration of loyalty to American law and tradition. 
It was a brave and noble thing to do, and was 
worthy of your great father. Like us, he would be 
mighty proud of you if he could but know. 

In your statements you have not only shown a 
difference but a distinction between an American 
Catholic and the Roman Catholic church. However, 
I very much fear that your open allegiance to 
American law will automatically discredit you in 
the eyes of your church. I fear you will be as one 
who has married an Atheist in a legal civil mar- 
riage. Your church will charge, if it has not already, 
as being an apostate, and cause you to suffer ex- 
communication. You may have plenty of cause to 
be thankful that you do not live in the days of 
Bruno, Huss, Galileo, and those many others who 
tried to march ahead of their church. They either 
suffered death or imprisonment by the ignorance 
and intolerance of the church. You are now a heretic 
in the eyes of the Church, and to date, I know 
of no such human being that the Church has ever 
forgiven. You will need unbounded courage and 
fortitude to withstand the whirlwind of hatred, 
bigotry and downright untrue and unkind methods 
the hierarchy will employ to destroy you. 

I hope Americans regardless of party lines, will 
now come to your support in every way possible. 

I am enclosing a clipping of a letter of mine in 
today’s Rochester Democrat & Chronicle. This 
paper has a circulation of about a quarter million 
daily. 

The man who lives in the White Hovse frem now 
on MUST have guts. I believe you have te «ate 
proven yourself worthy and quaiified. I am a iife- 
long Republican. You hold fast to your American 
convictions and you will get my vote and millions 
of like Americans. 

Sir, I salute you as a gentleman, scholar 
statesman! 


and 


Sincerely, 
Arthur G. Cromwell. 


PRETENTIOUS TRUST 


“In God We Trust” our coins declure, 
But is this statement on the square? 
Does not our nation trust in pelf 
To buy the arms fo shield herself? 
And does she not rely on pelf 
To buy some kings to shield herself? 
And thus she proves to one and all 
Her trust in God is very small. 


—Mrs. J. S. Preheim. 


e SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR THE AMERICAN 
RATIONALIST. NO OTHER MAGAZINE OFFERS 
SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE. 
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A Rational View 


by EDD DOERR 


One at a time, the engines of the big Branniff 
DC-7 coughed and sputtered to life, and within 
minutes we were soaring high above the majestic 
Andes, bound for Panama, Miami, and home — the 
prosaic American Midwest. Behind us lay a year 
and a half of living, working, teaching and writing 
in Columbia’s mountaintop capital, Bogota. But 
that was three months ago. Today I find myself 
grinding out my first regular column for the Ameri- 
can Rationalist, to be called “A Rational View”, 
and that for its third birthday issue. It would not 
be inappropriate, then, to say that my recent ex- 
periences “south of the border” have given me 
all the more reason to appreciate and wish every 
success to the American Rationalist and the move- 
ment it serves, and to say that I am proud to be 
associated with the dedicated men and women who 
are working to make the Rationalist Humanist voice 
heard in today’s all too irrationai and unhumanistic 
world. 

I feel that it would be particularly fitting to 
devote my column in this issue to what is probably 
the most important lesson to be learned from Latin 
America, or, for that matter, from the entire 
Romance speaking world. And this lesson is, that 
among the numerous problems of this sub-culture 
(rapid population growth, civil rights, industrial 
and technical backwardness, illiteracy, disease — 
transportation, single product economies, etc.), per- 
haps the most basic is that the Latin countries have 
never been able to shake off the heavy paw of 
the Roman hierarchy. In spite of the fact that the 
revolutions which freed Latin America from Spanish 
misrule were also very largely revolts against the 
tyranny of the Roman Church, and the fact that 
Latin Rationalists and Liberals have occasionally 
made significant breakthroughs, yet the Church, 
even in officially anti-clerical Mexico, continues 
to parasitically cling to the shoulders of Latin 
America, sucking its blood, draining its energies, 
destroying the happiness and meddling with the 
personal lives of millions of individuals, and, to 
borrow from the terminology of client-centered 
therapy, causing the Latin people and their leaders 
to distort and deny experience and to introject 
values for which there exists no logical or experi- 
ential basis. In a nutshell, the Church itself is 
responsible for many of Latin America’s problems 
and it continues to operate to prevent the solution 
of both these and other problems. 


It is very rare, however, that well fed and con- 
stantly amused Americans (or Northamericans, as 
we are called down south) really grasp the scope 
of the Chuich’s tyranny in the Catholic countries, 
or comprehend the fact that our own country is 
not invulnerable to corrosion by the powerful acids 
of religious totalitarianism. i shall never be able 
to forget the pitiful expressions on the faces of 
the innumerable homeless waits (“chinos de la 
calle”) of Bogota’s streets as they beg for “cinco 
centavos”, knowing as I do that they are but the 
innocent victims of a hideous organization which 
mockingly calls itself “the Mystical Body of Christ”. 
And what of Latin America’s other problems? A 





sizeable perecentage of Latins remain illiterate 
and ignorant as a result of the Church’s strangle- 
hold on education. Millions of Latins and South 
American Indians live on the bare subsistence level 
because the Church denies them access to family 
planning information. Millions of Latin men and 
women live lives of bitterness and frustration, and 
millions of children are “bastards’’, all because 
of the Church’s archaic and stupid views on mar- 
riage and the family. The Church stiks its dirty 
finger into every pie and the result is usually con- 
tamination, Yet Americans are lulled to sleep by 
the hypnotic stare of Bishop Sheen and kindly Holly- 
wood stereotype of the good parish priest. Never 
having felt the cruelty of the Church, they are 
unable to see that in lands where the Church has 
been in the saddle for centuries it makes little 
effort to conceal its cynicism and lack of humanity, 
while in those lands where it seeks control, as in 
the English speaking countries, it tries to put on 
a benevolent mask and to the skeletons from its 
closet, though not always successfully. 


And our land is far from immune to infection 
by the virus of ecclesiastical dictatorship, as any 
really informed person (and these are a rare 
breed of cats) well knows. In fact, since the 
future of the world may very well be in the hands 
of the men we send to Washington, and since the 
United States is already the Vatican’s treasury, the 
Church is putting forth the greatest efforts in its 
history to “make America Catholic’, a task at 
which it might succeed if we are not vigilant and 
courageous. 


I have lived in a Catholic country. I know what 
a Catholic dominated America would be like and I 
will fight to prevent such an unhappy developement. 
I urge my readers to do the same. Clerical dictator- 
ship is not the only threat to our nation and our 
freedom, but it is a highly dangerous one. 


A strong Rationalist - Humanist - Secularist and 
Liberal Movement is a must if we want a decent 
world for every human. We must search within 
ourselves for what we as individuals can do to 
best serve our cause and then get out and do it. 
Our world will either be what we make of it. or 
what we allow it to become. 
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Greetings From 
Around The World 


SOUTH AFRICA — 

On the occasion of the Third Birthday of The 
American Rationalist we send greetings from 
darkest Africa (the southern part), where the 
election of a racist and reacticnary government for 
a third five-year term renders the propagation of 
rational and humanistic thought more difficult and 
dangerous, However, with the moral support of 
freethinkers throughout the world we hope to carry 
on and are encouraged by the recent establishment 
of Rationalist organizations in other parts of Arica. 
On behalf of the Rationalist Association of Johan- 
nesberg and the South African Rationalist, 

Dr. Edward Roux, 
Chairman, Rationalist Ass’n of 
Johannesburg, Editor ,The Rationalist. 


ISRAEL 

I find The American Rationalist to be an excellent 
magazine which is doing good work and I hope 
it has effective results. In sending my best wishes 
to-“A.R.” on its third birthday I trust its sub- 
scribers will increase and that it will soon be con- 
verted into a monthly, bi-weekly or even a weekly. 

Uzzi Ornan, 

Secretary, Israel League Against 

Racial Compulsion. 


NEW ZEALAND 
On behalf of the N. Z. Rationalist Association 
(and The N. Z. Rationalist) I wish to extend to 
your publication congratulations from our members 
on the celebration of the third anniversary of its 
foundation. The journal is a credit to your enter- 
prise both in regard to the form it takes and the 
quality of its contributors. We here in New Zealand 
wish you every success in the coming years. May 
the cause of Rationalism prosper materially in the 
United States as a result of your efforts. 
With kind regards, 
James O’Hanlon, 
President. 


ITALY 
Accept my deepest congratulations for the an- 
niversary of the foundation of The American Ra- 
tionalist and my most fervent best wishes for the 
future, The Freethinkers of Italy, of the “tiordano 
Bruno Association, the Associazone Nazic«nale del 
Libero Pensiero (National Association of Free- 
thinkers) and the readers of our journal La Ragione 
(The Reason) along with their brothers in other 
countries are deeply grateful to the American 
magazine and its editorial staff for the active and 
efficient work accomplished in defense of our com- 
mon ideals and the determination and perseverance 
demonstrated in hastening their success. To con- 
tinue this noble work is a task of honor, because 
civilization requires the abolition of dogmatism, of 
prejudices and errors attached to the confessional 
religions, and the full victory of reason. 
Hon. Prof. Avv. Andrea Finocchiaro-Aprile, 
President, Associazone Nazionale 
del Libero Pensiero. 
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FIUI 

Secularism is not strong in this far-away part of 
the South-Wesetrn Pacific. The missionaries have 
been here about 100 years, first one church cnly, 
the Methodist, now joined by many others. Amongst 
the East Indians here, the biggest single unit of 
the population, there would seem to be a good deal 
of scepticism or an apathetic disregard of Christi- 
anity. Secularist work among them might be fairly 
successful. I subscribe to The American Rationalist, 
enjoy reading it, and send greetings and best wishes 
to “A.R.” on its third birthday. 

J. P. Baily, 
Suva, Fiji. 
TRINIDAD (WEST INDIES) 

All praise from the Fyzabad Branch Secular 
Society of Trinidad for the stalwart stand taken 
by your organization for the eradication of super- 
stition, Congratulations on your 3rd birthday, long 
life to “A.R.” and its editorial staff. 

John T. Jules, 
President. 


GUATEMALA 


We Guatemalens, concerned in the constant 
struggle against injustice which exists in our land 
and in the entire world, wish to express our ad- 
miration of, and our unity with, The American 
Rationalist on its third birthday. We are happy 
in the knowledge that you will continue your work. 
We also speak for our fellow Freethinkers in the 
other countries of Central America. 

Cisco Drake. 


EIRE 


In spite of the control of the R. C. Church which 
breeds ignorance, poverty and intolerance in Ireland, 
a few Irish freethinkers are able to send best wishes 
from Dublin. We hope the “A.R.” will continue 
its struggle to free the mind of the people from 
superstition — as we will here, in spite of living 
under the heel of the church. May the “A.R.” 
prosper and go from strength to strength. 

John Byrne. 


FORMOSA 


I am pleased to send my greetings and best wishes 
to “A.R.” on its 3rd birthday. In the battle against 
superstition the “A.R.” has played a notable part 
during the last three years and will, I am sure, do 
even better in the future. This is evident from the 
fact of the growing strength of rationalism in the 
United States. As Taoism and Confucianism are 
philosophies of life, I take pleasure in representing 
China by sending my congratulations to “A.R.” and 
ask you Westerners to cooperate with us for our 
common goal. 

Wu Hsueh-Kun. 
GHANA 


The first ship which carried slaves from here 
was called the “Jesus.” One of the last organiza- 
ttions to help against slavery was the church and 
this only when the tide was in flood against this 
blot on humanity. Today in this country people 
are imprisoned without trial for speaking against 
the government party. People who have spent most 
of their lives here are deported in 24 hours or less 
for speaking against the government — whose coat 
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of arms carry the words “Freedom and Justice.” 
However, we have yet to hear the protests of the 
churches of Ghana against this infamy. On no 
occasion have we heard one word of protest by 
these missionary parasites who feed well on the 
ignorance of these poor folk. Freedom will doubt- 
less arrive here one day and it will come through 
Freethinkers and Humanists. Doubtless again, the 
churches will fill the pulpits with the story of how 
they and their god brought freedom to this land 
of Ghana. Here’s strength to your pens and the 
hope that your writings will be permitted to be read 
here, where the light of reason and tolerance is yet 
but the glow of the firefly. 
Kwame Edusei. 


GERMANY 


For three years I have been Foreign Correspond- 
ent of the Deitscher Volksbund fiir Geisterfreiheit 
(German Union for Freedom of Mind) and during 
this time have attempted to contact the many 
world movements which fight for freedom of the 
mind, human rights and tolerance. Among the 
rationalist papers I receive from the U.S.A. the 
“AR.” seems to be the best-edited and the most 
comprehensive. Besides presenting the rationalist 
viewpoint it tries to understand and bridge phi- 
losophical differences —a necessary task in a 
world menaced by authoritarianism and intolerance. 
Therefore I congratulate “A.R.” very heartily on 
its third anniversary and hope it gains many many 
readers in Germany during the coming years. 

Dr. Phil. H. Stiefel. 


HOLLAND 


On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Inter- 
national Humanist and Ethical Union I should like 
to congratulate the “A.R.” on its 3rd birthday. 
Humanists all over the world follow the attempts 
of the rationalist movement with interest and 
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sympathy. In spite of the many differences in 
accent and purpose, rationalism and humanism 
fundamentally spring from the same root. They 
are united in their affirmation of the dignity of 
man and the right of the individual to freedom 
and a decent existence in every sense of the word. 
Humanists wish the “A.R.” a prosperous future 
and many happy returns of the day. 
A. C. Terpstra-Heinrich, 
Organizing Secretary, I.H.E.U. 


ENGLAND 

The World Union of Freethinkers which celebrates 
its 79th birthday this summer sends its warmest 
greetings and wishes for a long and vigorous life 
to the “A.R.” on its 3rd birthday. May you weather 
all storms safely and thrive in peace and plenty! 
Peace has ever been in the forefront of our pro- 
gram and we recognize no frontiers, for war and 
strife are no friends to calm thinking, nor are 
prejudices of nationalism, of racism or of class. 
The “A.R.” is an embodiment of Freethought. See 
you at the International Freethought Congress at 

Brussels University next September 4th to 8th! 

Friendlywise, 
C. Bradlaugh Bonner, 
President. 


WALES 

As official contact-man of the (British) National 
Secular Society I extend cordial birthday greetings 
to “A.R.”” — and many happy returns! As the 
European Correspondent of “A.R.”, I accept those 
greetings with thanks (you get in these positions 
when you lead a double life!). Our thanks to all 
those who sent greetings — you make us feel 
the production of “A.R.” is a worth-while job and 
we will continue to enedavor to deserve such ap- 
preciation. Because of space limitations we are 
unable to print greetings from France, Belgium, 


Finland, Poland, Switzerland, Sweden, Rhodesia, 
Uruguay, India, Australia etc. We think the 
foregoing shows that “A.R.” is a_ well-travelled 


magazine, however! 
—Dave Shipper. 


Editor’s Note: We are deeply indebted to Dave 
Shipper for assembling all these fine Greetings from 
around the world. 
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“NO MORE WAR” 
by Linus Pauling 


This up-to-date book presents the view of a leader 
of a movement among scientists against nuclear 
weapon testing and warfare. It is clear and authors 
tative. Beginning with an explanation of the bombs 
he discusses the nature and dangers of radio-activity 
and the position of our Government on bomb testing, 
statements made in the controversy by Dr. Libby, 
Dr. Teller, and others, petitions and protests by 
those who wish to call a halt to tests and war, and 
international problems such as the possibilities of 
detection of explosions and inspection of armaments, 

Those who are embroiled in this controversy fall 
into semantic difficulties, interpret statistics vari- 
ously, and emphasize different aspects of the facts, 
as is true in all debates. In an interesting chapter, 
Dr. Pauling points out why some statements made 
by government supporters are misleading. It must 
be realized, of course, that the latter concieve that 
the misfortunes of nuclear bomb testing must be 
weighed against those of dropping behind in the 
armament race. Basically it seems that 
Dr. Pauling’s case reduces to the position that 
war is now too destructive to be allowed at all. The 
opposition postulates the necessity of war and also 
argues that regardless of the harm from radio- 
activity or the risk of losing everything, we must 
prepare for more. Much of the controversy centers 
upon: Are the damages from radioactivity already 
serious or can we wait a few more years before 
worrying? I think it is clear from this book that 
the sooner we worry and act to stop wars, the bet- 
ter for all. 

I can’t imagine a better book to present this 
problem. It prints the petition to the UN from 
over 9000 scientists, January, 1958, as well as 
several other famous statements. It seems to cover 
everything, from “clean” bombs to the idea of re- 
search for peace. It deserves wide-spread reading — 
now. 

—Harry E. Mongold 

Dodd, Mead, 1958, $3.50. Order from AR Book 
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“THE LOST YEARS OF JESUS REVEALED” 
by Charles Francis Potter 

Dr. Potter, Leader of the First Humanist Society 
of New York, has given us an exciting account of 
the Essenes as revealed in the so-called Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Enough is known of this cultured sect to 
picture the Qumran Community in a way that 
checks with what Josephus wrote and what Philo 
reported after his trip to that part of the country. 
Here are manuscripts older than those from 
which our Judeo-Christian Bible was compiled. — 
When the deciphering is complete, there will be 
some interesting changes made — upsetting to the 
orthodox who want what “was good for Paul and 
Silas,” but would not want to believe that Paul’s 
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and Silas’ scriptures may have been worded like 
these scrolls, and not always like what the Catholic 
Mayor of Baltimore recently called “the Saint 
James Version of the Bible.” 

Dr. Potter, who has been a student of Enoch 
most of his life, is particularly delighted to have 
new information brought to light corrobrating some 
of his theories on this suppressed book of the Jew- 
ish scriptures. 

To those who admire the ideals of the historical 
Jesus, it is of interest to know more about him. 
The New Testament tells so little of his life. As 
Dr. Potter says, “He demonstrated truth, he in- 
carnated righteousness, but that did not prove he 
was a supernatural being. It is Jesus the Man who 
understood men, whom men want to know. And 
the Scrolls from the Salty Sea fascinate us because 
they may throw some light on what he studied and 
thought and what his radiant personality really 
was before the theologians made a god out of him.” 

Those of us who believe the Final Word has not 
been said on any subject await more discoveries as 
other scrolls are made available to a waiting world. 

—Kay Vining 

Paper bound, Fawcett, 50c. Order from AR Book 
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“TOWARD A NEW SOCIETY” 


A Proposed Design for a Democratic-Scientific 
Social System — Sponsored by the Institute of 
Social Engineering, 232 Pine Ave., Chicago 44, Il. 


This is a series of studies put out by a group of 
Technocrats analyzing the economies of our Western 
World and proposing a new economy which they 
call Technodemocracy. 

We have no quarrel with the studies that deal 
with our present economy and its failures. We know 
that private enterprise capitalism is, for all prac- 
tical purposes, dead. We are in the age of corporate 
capitalism. Such private enterprise as still exists 
in the interstices of the great corporations survives 
by permission of the giant industrial combines and 
is of relatively little importance. 

Likewise we know that corporate enterprises do 
not exist for the general welfare. Their whole pur- 
pose is profits. The people, as a whole, have to 
defend themselves against the rapacious nature of 
these corporations by setting up checks to their 
activities that will give some measure of economic 
security to the ordinary individual citizen. Hence 
Unionism and the whole body of social legislation. 

But the whole monopoly-profit system is dying 
nonetheless. The masters of the corporate economy 
do not have the capacity for the social engineering 
needed to overcome the evils of the system. For 
example, the corporate economy in the United 
States today survives on preparadness for war. 
Contracts for production of war equipment must be 
paid for out of higher and higher taxes and an 
evermounting Federal debt. So we have a rapidly 
rising spiral of inflation which cannot be stopped 
and which will break the corporate economy. So 
we know that peoples’ corporations with production 
for use, is the next step in our economic evolution. 

Where we differ from our Technodemocratic 
friends is in the HOW of the transition from the 
present monopoly-profit corporate economy to some 
kind of peoples’ service economy. They think that 
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the transition can be brought about by non-partisan, 
non-sectarian, non-profit, educational means and 
methods due to which the voters of the United States 
and other Western democratic nations will, by 
national referendum, vote in the new democratic- 
scientific social system called Technodemocracy. 

Frankly, we consider this a utopian dream. New 
systems of society are not voted into existence after 
calm consideration of the evils of the prevailing 
system. New systems never have a chance except 
through crisis, This does not mean that education 
for change is not necessary or useful. But it is a 
great mistake in our political democracy to think 
that the necessary education can be best carried on 
by non-political or non-partisan means. 

As we see it, the Technodemocrats should organ- 
ize a political party with a platform based on a 
transition plan for inaugurating the democratic- 
scientific social system. Such a political platform 
should be simple and concise and present the what 
and how in the simplest of language. When the 
present trends reach the crisis the Technodemocrats 
should be ready, with the necessary legislation for 
the transition already prepared, to present to 
Congress. When people form a party, that is news, 
and people are interested enough to try to find out 
what it is all about. When an educational project 
is proposed, relatively few will take the time to 
bother reading about it. Let us have a crisis plan 
and crisis legislation sponsored and furthered by a 
political party. 

These mimeographed studies are very much worth 
while reading and studying. They may be secured 
by writing to Technodemocracy, 232 Pine Avenue, 
Chicago 44, Illinois. 


—William E. Zeuch 





FREETHINKERS 


You have come up out of the clouds of 
religious superstition; but are you still down 
in the clouds of medical superstition? Have 
you ever wondered why, after years of ‘‘re- 
search" and billions of dollars’ worth of 
experimentation and wonder drugs, man- 
kind'’s most feared diseases (cancer, heart 
disease—and the common cold) are IN- 
CREASING instead of decreasing? Certain 
diseases have been suppressed, only to give 


way to more serious chronic ailments. 


LEARN THE TRUTH 
ABOUT YOUR HEALTH 


Write for information to 
The American Natural Hygiene Society 


10900 Shea Drive Affton 23, Mo. 














BOOKS RECEIVED 

“THEODORE SCHROEDER’S LAST WILL” 

Ed. by L. Kuhn, Psychological Library. 
“WHAT ABOUT YOU ?” 

Theodore Schroeder, Psychological Library. 
“A.D. 2018” 

Rev. E. H. Gibson, Greenwich. 
“EXISTENTIALISM AND EDUCATION” 

G. F. Kneller, Philosophical Library. 
“TALKS ON RELIGION” 

Hermon F. Pell, Philosophical Library. 
“THE EDUCATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL” 
Alfred Adler, Philosophical Library. 
“PHILOSOPHY OF ATOMIC PHYSICS” 
J. Mudry, Philosophical Library. 

“MAGIC AND RELIGION” 
G. B. Veiter, Philosophical Library. 


* * * 


SHORT REVIEWS 
“Prescription for Survival” 
Brock Chisholm — Columbia University 
Urges that we face annihilation if we do not 
develop trust and cooperation among the peoples 
of the earth. Asks some sort of world organization. 
92 pp., $2.50. (Bampton Lectures, 1957.) 


* * * 


“Can People Learn to Learn?” 
Brock Chisholm 
(In the series, “World Perspectives’’). En- 
couraging statement from a world-famous leader 
that mankind is developing a new consciousness 
which can rise above its present state of ignorance, 
insecurity, and brutality. — Harper, $3.00. 
* * * 
Philosophy of Atomic Physics” 
Joseph Mudry 


Philosophical Library, 136 pp., $3.75. Postulates 
that evolution of the universe is purposive but to 
be conceived as mechanical at present. Speaks of 
a “pre-spatiotemporal era” and a non-anthropo- 
morphic deity. Fantastically overwritten, with in- 
accurate choice of words and word forms. 

a * * 
“Lawrence of Arabia” 
Richard Aldington 

Love and Malcolmson, 60c. After Aldington has 
cut away the fictional trappings, Lawrence emerges 
as a braggart, an eccentric meddler, and an ac- 
complished prevaricator and confidence man, whose 
only real achievement was his contribution to the 
present Near East mess. 

* * * 
“Values in World Religions” 
Lester Mondale, Starr King 

Warm humanist approach to comparative religion 
from the pen of a past leader of the Philadelphia 
Ethical Society. Religions individually described. 

Starr King, $3.95. 

* on * 
“Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow and 
Other Essays” — Aldous Huxley, 

Harper, $4.50. Sparkling wit and inimitable style 
applied to nearly every subject imaginable, from 
censorship and population problems to greeting 
card verse and Mormonism. 


“THE WILL TO DOUBT” 


by Bertrand Russell 
A 1958 American reprint of a little volume pub- 
lished in Great Britain before the last war, re- 
presents the world’s most eminent Rationalist at 
very nearly his best and wittiest. Russell turns the 
penetrating light of reason on Fascism, conform- 
ism, irrationalism, and other subjects in his usual 
witty style, and sticks a few sharp barbs into 
some of the prejudices and superstitions which still 
clutter up the contemporary scene. 
Wisdom Library, New York, 126 pp. 95c. 
—Edd Doerr 


a 
Does This Make You Mad? 


Dear Dr. Coate: 


Here is something that will probably make 
you mad. If it doesn’t, it ought to! 


Here is a man asking people to vote him into 
office so he can “force” citizens of all faiths 
to pay the bills of his church. “Force” is his 
word, not ours. This is the most arrogant grab 
for public funds to finance church operations 
that we have ever encountered. Yet this man is 
so sure of the cowardice of politicians that he 
defies any one of them to oppose his raid on 
the public treasury! 


This is nasty fare, but we predict it wil] soon 
be on the political menu in every community 
where there is a disciplined Roman Catholic 
population. It is coming, and before very long. 
The program which sneers at laws and consti- 
tutions is making progress: nuns who teach in 
New York parochial schools already receive 
training at public expense. 


Yet we can now report signs of awakening. - 
Protestants and Jews, solidly united, broke the 
Catholic ban on birth control therapy in New 
York’s public hospitals. General aid grants to 
parochial schools were eliminated from the 
Federal aid-to-education program. The Christian 
Brothers have had to pay up the taxes on their 
liquor operations. Connecticut has refused to use 
state funds for private school transportation. 
Your executive director and vice-president ap- 
peared before 20 million Americans on the TV 
program, “The Big Issue.” 


Best of all, we note an increasing willingness 
to oppose predatory clerics at the local level. 
This is seen in a rash of new law suits to uphold 
church-state separation, which have recently 
been filed or will be filed in a number of states. 
There is a rapidly developing grassroots op- 
position which eventually will defeat the all- 
out drive for church subsidy. It is POAU’s 
program to encourage and guide local young 
groups in this battle. We carry on, also, in the 
work of legislative analysis, in the courts, in 
press and public relations, in education, in re- 
gional and local organization. 

Very sincerely, 
Glenn L. Archer, Exec. Director, 
POAU. 
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AR International Pen-Pals 
Club 


Our thanks to German monthly Die Freigeistige 
Aktion for advertising the club, also to Dutch 
freethought weekly Bevrijdend Denken (formerly 
De Vrijdenker) for listing names and addresses 
of club members. 

Our first customer this month is a Christian, 
put not religious — HERR CHRISTIAN JOHANN- 
SEN of Kéln-Poll, Am Weizenacker 21, West 
Germany. Writing in German he tells me he is 
25 years old, is interested in studying philosophy 
and religion, reads a lot and is a vegetarian. He 
knows a little Danish, but no English. 

Attention, Daniel Philietos of Lewiston, Maine. 
Your postcard arrived with the ink very smudged. 
All I can read is that your name is Daniel Philietos, 
General Delivery, Lewiston, Maine, US.A., and 
that you want your name listed. Perhaps you will 
send more details when you read this? 

MIKHAIL KUTSCHEROW of Regensburg, Hoher 
Kreuzweg 21, West Germany, tells me he is from 
Eastern Europe, but now lives in Germany. He 
doesn’t mention his native country and I guess 
Poland or Russia. Nor does he specify languages 
for correspondence but he wrote to me in fluent 
German. Is married, has a 2 year old baby. 


TOBY RAY TATH, of 235 East 81st St., New 
York 28, N.Y., U.S.A., is an ex-resident of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, an aspiring commercial artist, has 
a growing freethought library of 300 books and 
lists drawing, acting, and reading among his hob- 
bies. He is 23 and has been married two years to 
a beautiful Southern Belle (Send us a picture!). 
He served three years in the U. S. Marine Corps, 
two of these in Japan, speaks Japanese and reads 
Romanji. How about some translations from the 
Japanese Humanist, Toby? 

FRAUCEIN UTE HOLZE, Wienstr, 13, Olden- 
burg, West Germany, is a young lady of 16 who 
would like to correspond with an English girl. Her 
hobbies are reading, films, and sports, languages 
are German or English. 

WILLIAM H. MASSY, P.O. Box 301, Terra Ceia, 
Florida, U.S.A., would like correspondence from 
freethinkers anywhere in the world. He is almost 
62, retired, and interested in all subjects of a 
philosophical nature; languages, English or French. 

CLAUS SOLTAU, Hamburg-Sasel, Wiélckenstr 8, 
West Germany, would like to exchange used postage 
stamps with someone. He writes good English. — 
Messrs. Mark, Dannells and Treuer, take note. 

E. DREWETT, 34 Lilley St., Wickham Tce., 
Brisbane, Australia, tells me we should have start- 
ed the Pen-Pals Club 50 years ago. Don’t blame 
me, I’m only 31! He is over 65 and would be very 
pleased to hear from overseas friends. 

HANS-JUERGEN WINK, Postfach, Trier, West 
Germany, is a surveying technician who writes 
English, French and German and is interested in 
art, science, and the cinema. Write to him and then 
let me know what he surveys. 


WALTER RAEDLER, Horka Oberlausitz, East 
Germany, writes me in Interlingue and is an en- 
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thusiastic supporter of that international language. 
Aged 48, he is an atheist, and knows German, 
Russian, Esperanto, and a little Ido. Schreiben sie 


mir in Deutsch, Walter, 
lingue! 

THEODOR HAMBROER of Grenzweg 51A, Ham- 
burg-Volksdorf 2, West Germany, tells me he likes 
the idea of our club and would like to correspond 
with freethinkers anywhere. He is 69 years old, a 
retired dentist. All correspondence must be in 
German, his only language. 

HANS GRIMM of HansStock-Str. 27, Ochsen- 
furt A/Main, West Germany, tells me Ochsenfurt 
has mainly an R. C. population and life is lonely 
for a rationalist. Writing in German he tells me 
he can reply to letters in his native language but 
can have incoming mail in English translated. Agde 
55, his main interest is reading, particularly books 
on philosophy, politics and history. 


By the way, I hope Freie Gemeinde (Milwaukee) 
readers are noting these German addresses. — A 
sample copy of Das Freie Wort would be much ap- 
preciated, I’m sure. 


From Holland comes a letter from LOUIS VAN 
VUUREN, Planetenweg 31, Ymuiden, Holland, Louis 
is 28, married, no children, interested in literature, 
classical music, sculpture and painting. He writes 
good English. 


Our last customer this month is HELMUT HEYN, 
23 Carolinensiel, Mithlen-Str. 37, West Germany. 
Helmut is from Austria, writes good English and 
would like to perfect the language by correspond- 


Ich weiss nicht Inter- 





A New Booklet — 


So You May Know... 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 
NON-RATIONALISTS 
v 
Contains Four Sections: 
* How the Bible originated 


* Description of and selections 
from the Syllabus of Errors of 
Pope Pius IX. 


* Selections from Luther's Theses 
* Undemocratic pronouncements of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
8 pages crammed with excellent points 
for everyone to read — Protestants, 
Catholics or liberals. 
15 cents each — 10 for $1.00 
100 for $5.00 — 500 for $22.50 
1000 for $40.00 


Published by 
Rationalist Association 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St Louis 6, Mo. 














ing with British or American friends. His French 
is also fluent. He also knows Latin, so if we have 
any readers in that country, don’t hesitate to 
write. 

Can any readers write Gaelic, Swahili or Welsh? 
Correspondents waiting. You know something? 
I just counted the number of club members and 
we now have 101. You may remember that we 
promised a special prize to our 100th member and 
Louis Van Vuuren of Holland is the lucky man. 

We are therefore pleased to present him with the 
following prizes: 100 Holy Smoke cigarettes (made 
in Lourdes); a barrel of Dehydrated Water tablets; 
3 bottles of Red-Eye Potato Whisky, donated by 
the Backwoodsville Tennessee Rationalist Group; 
and a box of headache powders. These are all 
being sent by Wells-Fargo immediately. If you 
aren’t already on the list, write to DAVE SHIPPER, 
5 Kyveilog St., Cathedral Rd., Cardiff, Wales, Great 
Britain, and list your interests, age and languages 
spoken. Remember, it’s all for nothing! We ask all 
journals to reprint details of our club and help 
to link this movement. 


—Dave Shipper. 
* 


Four Years Of American 
Rationalist Federation 


Soon the delegates of the affiliated societies 
of the American Rationalist Federation (ARF) 
will gather in Chicago for the 5th Annual Con- 
vention. ARF began in Chicago, the following 
year it met in St. Louis, then in Philadelphia 
and Milwaukee and now again in Chicago, 

The short history of ARF has been one of 
continuous growth. With the active support of 
the American Rationalist (no other magazine 
cooperated) a nation-wide survey and canvass 
has been made by the Organizing Committee 
and as a result ARF now has groups in every 
state of the country. Several city-based so- 
cieties were added to the original roster. ARF 
is today America’s leading freethought organ- 
iZation. 

All this has been accomplished on a ridicu- 
lously low budget. If it had not been for sev- 
eral gifts from devoted friends, the actual secre- 
tarial expenses would not have been met. The 
delegates will have to face the fact that ARF's 
new responsibilities entail stronger financial 
support. Ways and means will have to be found 
to get funds for the ever increasing load of 
work, The time has come to provide help for 
the officers of the Federation who are now, as 
the English put it, strictly “honorary.” Among 
the other problems to be discussed at the Con- 
vention will be the movement to create homes 
for aged freethinkers and the suggestion about 
the formation of a Society for the Promotion 
of Cremation. This idea was presented at the 


last convention but not discussed. Conceived as 
a dues-paying membership society—not an in- 
surance plan— it should provide |) cremation 
and 2) a secular funeral service (if desired). 
Readers of this magazine interested in these 
two ideas are invited to express their opinions 
and to offer suggestions how they could be put 
into operation. 


The Executive Board of ARF extends to all 
AR readers and their friends a cordial invita- 
tion to come to the Chicago Convention, 
August 28-29-30, the weekend before Labor 
Day. More details will be published later. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD, ARF 


IS THERE A GOD? 
PONDER THIS: 


If there were a god — any kind of a god — with 
all the virtues, powers, and abilities the Christians 
so generously attribute to (their) god .. all- 
seeing .. . all-knowing — all-mighty — all merciful 
— all etc., etc., then logically there’s no imaginable 
valid reason why such a god shouldn’t manifest his 
existence CLEARLY, CONVINCINGLY and CON- 
CLUSIVELY, directly and individually, in any 
one of a million possible ways, to ALLL men, in ALL 
places, in ALL ages and without the “help” of 
an ignorant, superstitious, parasitical, self-appoint- 
ed “sales force’ (the clergy), peddling various 
“interpretations” of bible bunkology to the gullible 
masses for a price. No god would for long leave 
his existence and his will a controversial subject 
among literate, intelligent, truth-seeking men — 
including the intellectual giants themselves in 
every age — sincerely trying to separate fact from 
fiction, knowledge from “faith”, truth from lies. 
Further: no god mighty enough to have supposedly 
CREATED the universe (out of nothing yet!) 
would ever need to be told nor even asked, in 
“prayers,” how to run the world or man’s affairs, 
nor be so egotistical as to require endless “thanks” 
and monotonous “worship.” 


—A Rationalist’s Viewpoint. 





TWO AR REPRINTS IN ONE PAMPHLET 
THE RATIONALIST CHALLENGE 


and 
FAITH IN MAN 
by Lowell H. Coate 
16 pages 
Price 20c - 7 for $1.00 
BOOK SERVICE 
RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 


2218 St. Lovis Avenue St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
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THE WIDE, WIDE 
MOVEMENT | 


by ELDON SCHOLL 
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All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 


Popular magazines have been 
spreading freethought. February 
Harper’s began a series of articles 
on Modern Religious Beliefs in 
America with one by Walter Kauf- 
mann on The Faith of a Heretic. 
Kaufmann left the Protestant 
Church to become a Jew, then 
dropped all religions. Then Look 
magazine came out in the March 
17th issue with Steve Allen’s I 
Grew Up Late, rationally discuss- 
ing sex, education, poking fun at 
saints and prayer in a straight 
manner. Allen mentions free- 
thought publications and how he 
read himself out of dispair. In a 
letter to Ralph Blois of the Ameri- 
can Rationalist Federation Allen 
wrote: “Thank you for your very 
kind letter of March 3rd comment- 
ing on my LOOK magazine article. 
Although I rather expected that 
some of my views as expressed 
therein would be looked at askance 
by large segments of the popula- 
tion I have been pleasantly sur- 
prised to discover that the mail- 
reaction has been 95% compli- 
mentary. 

“T am familiar with the various 
publications your letter lists and 
have read them all with great in- 
terest. 

“It is too bad, I suppose, that the 
Rationalist movement has split up 
into the many factions you men- 
tion, but in that regard they are 
at least very similar to their 
brothers, the Christians. 

Cordially, 
Steve Allen.” 

Mr. Blois adds that TV star Al- 
len sent for ten copies of his bul- 
letin FACT. Readers who want to 
comment on Allen’s article may 
write to him at: 729 Seventh Ave., 
8th Fl., New York 19, N.Y. 

Ralph Blois mentions in his 
publication that one freethinker 
businessman has a jar in his bak- 
ery and drops a penny in it for 
every sale he makes. He donates 
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the money to the movement or 
buys magazines or literature. — 
“Fact” also informs us that ex- 
Communist Budenz is running a 
special school for Catholic laymen 
in the art of writing letters to 
politicians and influential people 
on matters of prime interest to 
the Catholic hierarchy. At times 
he has up to 5000 students in this 
school. This, as Blois says, “makes 
Freethought Action look sick with 
our 50 writers! Is this sufficient 
answer to those freethinkers who 
think that freethought should not 
be organized?” Those who wan: to 
help should write to FACT, P.O. 
Box 273, Rockford, Illinois. It’s 
for the freethinkers and ration- 
alists who are serious about the 
movement. 


The editor of Progressive World 
magazine, Hugh Robert Orr, de- 
bated with a clergyman before the 
students of San Jose State Col- 
lege on the subject Christianity 
versus Humanism. As PW stated, 
both debaters felt he had thorough- 
ly convinced all, In the 45 minute 
question period were questions 
such as one girl who asked the 
minister if he considered it com- 
mendable in God to have created 
human beings in order that he 
might be glorified by them. She 
didn’t consider it very good taste 
even though the minister said that 
was the purpose God had in mak- 
ing man. Further questioning of 
both debaters was held on a per- 
sonal basis after the two hour 
session. 


THE THOMAS PAINE FOUN- 
DATION has announced the pur- 
chase of twenty acres of land in 
Princeton, Dade County, Florida, 
to build the Thomas Paine Chil- 
dren’s Home and Educational In- 
stitute. The land will be used as 
a camp until the buildings, of 
colonial architecture, will be con- 
structed. The Institute will house, 
clothe and educate orphaned and 
abandoned children free of charge. 
The curriculum will be secular and 
the Institute will be governed by 
a 13 member board of directors. 


Among some of the interesting 
weekly lectures at the FRIEND- 
SHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE of 
Philadelphia were The Religion of 
the Founding Fathers, by Philip 
Mayer, Rationalism or Religion, 
Which?, by K. M. Whitten, Toward 
a Rational Prison Program, by G. 
Richard Bacon, Teenage Delinquen- 
cy, by Dr. Roger F. Gordon, The 
Mexican Revolution, by Prof. R. 
P. Lingle, with picture slides. 








The FREETHINKERS OF SO. 
CALIFORNIA heard Dr. Walter 
Stark speak on The Existing Con- 
flict Between Religion and Science, 
and Dr. Martin Bunge, formerly 
with the California Institute of 
Technology, speak on Semantics. 


The RICHMOND SECULAR 
CLUB of Virginia presented at- 
torney Howard H. Carwile, for- 
mer candidate for the Governor 
of Virginia, speaking on Thomas 
Paine’s Age of Reason. A lawyer 
and a University of Virginia phi- 
losophy student debated on the 
question Theism versus Atheism 
for an intellectual battle. 


The VOLTAIRE SOCIETY of 
Chicago had a debate between 
Bill Smith (affirmative) and Bob 
Gaston (negative) on the question 
Is Saint Thomas of Aquinas a 
scientific humanist? 


THE CLARENCE DARROW 
SOCIETY of Chicago arranged for 
a talk by Walter Hoops, Secretary 
of the American Rationalist Fed- 
eration, on Diderot, and the French 
Encyclopedists during one of his 
tours around the Chicago area 
handling business for the feder- 
ation. Walter Hoops has compiled 
an anthology called Our Ration- 
alist Heritage which should be 
published soon by the Rationalist 
Association. 


The RATIONALIST PRESS AS- 
SOCIATION of New York City 
heard a talk by Jerome Nathan- 
son, Leader of the New York So- 
ciety for Ethical Culture, speak 
on the subject The Moral Chal- 
lenge of Our Age. Their April 
program was a talk by Daniel D. 
Molony on A Rationalist Tour of 
All Ireland. The RPA is probably 
the only freethought organization 
to charge admission to their lec- 
tures ($1.25, students 90c), al- 
though members are admitted free 





@ PREPARE FOR RICHER RATIONAL 
LIVING. To effectively utilize the 
world's vast technical knowledge, re- 
sources and opportunities for opening 
new frotiers and developing distinctly 
individual economically self-dependent 
life, everyone needs more than the 
3Rs and an occupation - each 
needs all-around creative skills. Find 
out HOW to become creatively pro- 
ficient. Send $1.00 for 7 issues of 
WINGS for RICHER LIVING. This pub- 
lication will help you develop creative 
skills, GUIDE PUBLISHING, Rm. 737, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Ill. 











with a paid up membership card. 
The subject for the March 26th 
program of the JEFFERSON 
FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY of 
Milwaukee was The Wit and Wis- 
dom of Chapman Cohen, who for 
many years was editor of the 
British Freethinker. Henry Watt 
gave a short account of the life 
of Cohen and read from Cohen’s 
book Letters to the Lord. Walter 
Hoops talked on Separation of the 
State and Church on May 20th. 


The RATIONALIST SOCIETY 
OF ST. LOUIS presented Martin 
Lechner in a talk on The Standard 
of Living, European versus Ameri- 
can. Dr. Lowell Coate, Editor of 
AR, lectured before the Adult 
Discussion group of the Ethical 
Society of St. Louis on the subject 
What Have Religious Liberals in 
Common? He also gave a similar 
talk before the Humanists of St. 
Louis. Dr. Coate attended the 
Humanist Conference in New York 
along with Dr. John J. Kessler, 
both of St. Louis. Dr. Coate also 
visited with Arthur Cromwell in 
New York, and Mr. and Mrs. Reyes 
Martin in Florida. Two St. Louis- 
ans who left the city were given 
a farewell party. Walter Hoops 
presented a going-away present, 
a gold-plated pair of scissors, to 
Bea Gmerek, who with Jackie, her 
daughter, will reside in Florida. 
Era Hunter was re-elected Chair- 
man of the St. Louis group at the 
annual meeting in March. Also 
presented was the recording of 
Ronald Pesha’s debate with three 
ministers on the radio, and the 
only recording of H. L. Mencken, 
by the Library of Congress. 


The Los Angeles Mirror News 
ran a quite long article entitled 
Humanist Movement Spreading, 
telling about the spread of the 
movement in California where 
there are three groups in down- 
town Los Angeles and six more 
nearby. Herbert Rosenfeld, the 
Humanist Council president, pre- 
dicted that there will be a mem- 
bership of 50,000 within two years. 





Read The LIBERAL 
A 24 page monthly journal of the 
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Quoting Kenneth S. Brown, former 
national group organizer and a 
couselor, the news article said that 
Brown believed many clergymen 
are humanists, that “Their in- 
vestigations have taken them to 
a point where they can no longer 
accept the inconsistencies of old 
superstitions and orthodoxies, yet 
they cannot admit their beliefs to 
their members.” Brown also said 
that the “Sin and guilt” theory 
taught by many religions is a con- 
tributing factor to emotional in- 
stability, and that a “humanist 
freely admits that there are many 
things which cannot be known at 
the present stage of development. 
But he patiently waits for science 
to unravel more and more of the 
mysteries which still baffle him.” 
Not told in the long article was 
the fact that the humanists will 
have their own television or radio 
program of taped and live inter- 
views with such men and women 
as Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr. Julian 
Huxley, Dr. Albert Schweitzer and 
Lord Bertrand Russell. The pur- 
pose of the program will be to 
present a meaningful pattern for 
abundant living in these days of 
uncertainty, of apprehension, of 
drift, for those seeking a reasoned 
way of life to overcome prejudice, 
war, disease, poverty and igno- 
rance; a reasonable revolt against 
deadly conformity of our times. 
The interviews will be offered for 
world-wide syndication in radio, 
television and the press, and per- 
haps later in book form, phono- 
graph and tape recording albums. 


The Czech-American National 
Alliance has a talented Lyric Club 
in Cleveland, O., which wrote and 
produced a musical show built 
around a 19th century Czech 
composer, So successful was this 
show that the troupe, all volun- 
teers, offered to give a benefit 
performance in Chicago for the 
CZECHOSLOVAK RATIONALIST 
FEDERATION magazine Age of 
Reason, edited for many years by 
Mr. V. Miniberger. Despite the 
zero weather, 700 people braved 
the bitter cold to enjoy the per- 
formance, many staying to join 
in the late supper prepared for 
the honored gucsts, and still others 
remained for the dancing, music 
furnished by Joe Lacina’s Band. 
The printed program, produced by 
Victor Cejka, with his usual skill, 
was a booklet of some 50 pages, 
nearly all paid greetings, from 
friends, advertisements of stores 
and other businesses, patiently 
gathered by women members. 





The will of George A. Sommers 
left $278,025 to the ETHICAL 
SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS. Mr. 
Sommors was a former member. 


The annual convention of the 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
FEDERATION will be held in 
Chicago, August 28, 29, 30, with 
all Chicago groups cooperating in 
arrangements. All Rationalists are 
invited to attend. More news next 
issue. 

Humanists in Oakland, Califor- 
nia, will have a radio program 
every week, just as those in Los 
Angeles. The HUMANIST FEL- 
LOWSHIP will present a program 
This is Humanism every Sunday 
morning at 10:45 over Station 
KLX. Hugh Robert Orr began 
the series April 5th with a talk 
on the title subject. Other April 
talks of 15 minutes each were 
Humanism and Ethics by E. C. 
Vanderlaan, Humanism and Social 
Problems by William E. Hawk, 
and World Humanism, by Lloyd 
and Mary Morain. 

Herbert C. Holdridge is taking 
active interest in preventing the 
Indian tribes from losing land to 
the white man. Readers may write 
for a copy of “Reveille” from the 
General Holdridge Minute Men, 
P.O. Box 1086 — Sherman Oak, 
California. 


The NEW ZELAND RATION- 
ALIST ASS’N. held its annual 
social evening with 100 members 
and friends. A Brain Trust panel 
of 4 answered questions, Bridget 
Wodrow gave a monolog, Jane and 
Bertram Andrews presented a 
“sketch” a conversation taking 
place in front of a Piccasso-like 
picture in an art gallery, a one 
act play, Priestley’s A Glass of 
Bitter, by the Drama Group, a 
“bracket” of folk and working 
songs of shearers, swagmen and 
other Australian characters, and 
concluding with a supper and a 
short speech by Mr. H. Woods, 
vice-president. 


The Sixth Convention of the 
INDIAN RATIONALIST ASS’N. 
presented many talks, on the caste 
system of India, language prob- 
lems, organizational problems of 
the Rationalists, and future plans 
of action. The inaugural address 
was given by Mr. A. Gopala Krish- 
na Murthy, Andhra. 

The Second Annual Conference 
of the GHANA RATIONALIST 
GROUP was held in February with 
a public meeting addressed by Lt. 
R.C.K. Hewlett on Humanism as 
a Way of Life; Dr. G. Saunders 
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on Rationalist Approach to Morals, 
John Senaya on Freethought in 
Ghana, and Mr. K. Y. Attoh on 
Secularism and the Press. 


The STUDENTS’ HUMANIST 
SOCIETY of the University College 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Salis- 
bury, are publishing an official 
organ, The Humanist. 


The Annual General Meeting of 
the RATIONALIST ASS’N. of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, met 
at the public library. Some other 
programs held were: a talk by 
Dr. Edward Roux on Catholics and 
Evolution, and Professor Davis on 
Some Aspects of Greek and Roman 
Religion, 


The FREIRELIGIOSE LAN- 
DESGENEINDE WURTTEM- 
BERG of Stuttgart, Germany is- 
sued their large annual report of 
over 50 pages in detail with maps, 
graphs, etc., concluding with re- 
productions of Freethought mag- 
azine titles from all over the world. 
They also made a beautiful re- 
print of Anton J. Carlson’s Science 
and Supernaturalism. 


The 78th anniversary of the 
opening of the LEICESTER SEC- 
ULAR HALL in London was held 
on March first when a large group 
was addressed by Mr. J. M. 
Alexander of the Central London 
Branch, National Secular Society 
and Tom Mosley of Nottingham. 


A reporter from the “Leicester 
Evening Mail’ took pictures of the 
presentation of prizes to winners 
of the youth essay competition. 


Mr. Mosley told of his fifty years 
experience in the Freethought 
field. He recounted the “ten com- 
mandments” taught in a Secular 
Sunday school he attended as a 
young man, amongst which were: 


Love your schoolfellows. 
Love learning. 
Make every day useful and be 
useful to all. 
Bow down to no one. 
Speak no evil, 
Stand up for your rights. 
Observe and think. 
Do not believe contrary to 
reason. 
a 
Better that our god should be 
a vast, oblong blur, 
symbolic of infinity, 
of nebulae astir. 
~ Eugene W. Sutherland 
* 
It is better to be an honest dis- 
believer than a dishonest believer. 


30 « The American Rationalist 














** QUOTUS 


From The Freethought 
Publications Of The World 


from THE NEW ZEALAND 
RATIONALIST: 


Science has destroyed and is 
destroying the illusions of man- 
kind. It has shown man the pro- 
bability that the universe, even in 
his limited conception of it, is de- 
void of ultimate purpose or plan. 
It has shown man that he and his 
works are not NECESSARILY of 
any significance except to him- 
self. But science has not destroyed 
the possibility that man can exist 
in a developing and very satisfying 
society; nor has it destroyed the 
only basis for morality. 


from THE UNIVERSITY 
LIBERTARIAN: 


The Christian outlook has very 
gradually debased many honorable 
words. The German “schimpf”, for 
instance, originally meant ‘joke’ 
but Christian seriousness, being 
incapable of understanding jokes, 
thought all fun was disgraceful; 
and under Christian influence the 
word acquired its present meaning 
of “insult.” — “Frech” similarly 
changed its meaning from “gal- 


lant” to “insolent” and ‘“Frevel” 
from “bold venture” to “wanton 
sacrilage.’ It is well known how 


doubtfully “reason’’ was squinted 
at for a long time. Our language 
has pretty well adapted itself to 
the Christian standpoint, and the 
general consciousness is still too 
Christian not to dread anything 
un-Christian as imperfect or evil. 


from THE VOICE OF FREEDOM: 

Religion was always a profitable 
profession, but it is rapidly be- 
coming an amusement-fair with no 
false modesty in the transforma- 
tion. Commercial means in a big 
way have almost displaced ‘‘volun- 
tary contributions.” 


from THE RATIONALIST 
(South Africa): 


The fundamentalists who believe 
literally in Noah’s ark are not 
much more ridiculous than the 
modernists who cling to a literal 
belief in the Resurrection and the 
Testament miracles. 

& 


Civilization will thrive when the 
last stone from the last church 
falls on the last priest. 


—Emil Zola. 





CATHOLICS AND EDUCATION 


It was surprising to me that 
your article (Education, Feb. 2) 
does not come close to the main 
reason why Catholic institutions 
of higher learning do not bring 
forth men of genius. I believe it 
is this: Catholic religious educa- 
tion is too slow in graduating the 
young intellectual from the cate- 
chism class; in fact, it never does. 


By nature, genius is impatient, 
particularly in the years of most 
rapid advancement. A young man 
of this type is only too apt to 
sever the ties with the faith in 
which he was born; thereafter he 
never looks back, not even side- 
ways. 

Otto Ackermann, 
Irwin, Pa. 
—Newsweek. 


Without the pen of Paine the 
sword of Washington would have 
been wielded in vain. 


-John Adams. 
* 


History is to ascribe the Ameri- 
can Revolution to Thomas Paine. 
—John Adams. 
© 
If the liberties of the American 
people are ever destroyed they will 
fall at the hands of the Catholic 
Church. 
—General LaFayette. 
Cy 
I would suggest the taxation of 
all property whether church or 
corporation. 
U. S. Grant. 





THE 
PRINTING PLANT 


that gives 
nation-wide service 
to all 
@ RATIONALIST 
® FREETHOUGHT 
® HUMANIST 
® SECULARIST 
@® LABOR 
© CULTURAL 
erganizations 
HAVE ALL YOUR 
PRINTING NEEDS 
done by 


ef PRINTING SERVICE 


4124 WEST 26th STREET 
CHICAGO 23, ILLINOIS 


a union printing shop 

















CPP PPP LPP PLL PP LIL LO LILI ILOILO DS 
; BOOKS by 
; BLANCHE LEE PUCCINELLI 
$ 


MY CONVENT DAZE — learn the 
truth about what goes on in a Roman 
Catholic Convent. The author spent 
her early years a virtual prisoner in 
one. In its third edition. Only $1.25 
postpaid. 

Then read DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND, 
a sequel to “Daze” . and be in- 
formed about the political power and 


methods of the Catholic Church in 
America. This book is written in a 
style and manner that compels in- 
terest frore the first to last page. 
$2.00 postpaid. 

FATHER AVERY DULLES AND THE 


JESUIT OATH, 15c¢ per copy, or 10 
for $1.00, postpaid. 
ANGELBREAD, a 35 page booklet ex- 


poses an ‘‘exclusive’’ type of oven- 
bread . . . cooked up by a Roman 
Catholic nun. Read ANGELBREAD, 
learn of this new tax-exempt, big 
business, money-grabbing racket — 
and about the growing economic 
cancer of tax-exempt, R.C. church 


business enterprise that is competing 
and throttling legitimate tax-paying 
business everywhere. 35c per copy, 
or 3 for $1.00 postpaid. 

7 
Order all the above books from 


BLANCHE LEE PUCCINELLI 
604 E. ‘'D" St., Petaluma, California 


soccer) 
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| haste and plenty, we need LIFE'S 
BASIC PHILOSOPHY - to under- 
stand why and where we are going, 
and how to effectively utilize the 
| abundance we have. Life’s Basic Phi- 
losophy is an easy to read essay 
providing not only a rational, in- 
dividually satisfying and ecoomically 
stabilizing goal of life but also a 
practcal procedure for the attainment 
of this goal. Only 25, cents a copy. 
| 5 copies for $1.U0. Send a copy to 
your friends. Order from GUIDE 
| PUBLISHING, Rm 737, 53 W. Jacl.son 
| Bilvd., Chicago 4, Illinois. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN RATIONALIST 
MIMEOGRAPHED MONTHLY 
$1.00 yearly 
P. O. Box 11221 
Johannesburg, South Africa 


IN OUR modern doys of confusion, | 








HERE IS THE HIGHEST MENTAL 


ADVENTURE, MAKE SELF-RESPECT 
YOUR RELIGION 


THE FORTEAN SOCIETY 
Box 192 
Grand Central Annex, New York, N.Y. 

















An to Join 


THE AMERICAN 
HUMANIST ASSOCIATION / 


Invitation 


He drew a circle that shut me out; 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout; 

But Love and | had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in. 


—EDWIN MARKHAM* 


One joins for study, service, and fellowship in an important 
way. We represent the beginnings of a new confidence in man 
and life. Organized Humanists are those who assume re- 
sponsibility for the humanist idea. Below, slightly abridged, 
is the statement of Humanism that was drafted in Amsterdam 
at the first International Congress on Humanism and Ethical 
Culture (1952): 


FUNDAMENTALS OF MODERN, ETHICAL HUMANISM ARE: 


Humanism is democratic. It aims at the fullest possible 
development of every human being. It holds that this is a 
matter of right. The democratic principle can be applied to 
all human relationships. 

. 


Humanism seeks to use science creatively, not destructively 
It advocates a world-wide application of scientific method to 
problems of human welfare. Humanists believe that the tre- 
mendous problems with which mankind is faced in this age 
of transition can be solved. 


Humanism is ethical. It affirms the dignity of man and the 
right of the individual to the greatest possible freedom of 
development compatible with the rights of others. 

a 


Humanism insists that personal liberty is an end that must 
be combined with social responsibility in order that it shall not 
be sacrificed to the improvement of material conditions. With- 
out intellectual liberty, fundamental research, on which prog- 
ress must in the long run depend, would not be possible. 

_ 


Humanism is a way of life, aiming at the maximum possible 
fulfillment through the cultivation of ethical and creative living. 
By utilizing the new power which science has given us, human- 
ists have confidence that the present crisis can be surmounted. 
Liberated from fear, the energies of man will be available for 
self-realization to which it is impossible to foresee the limit. 

* 


Ethical humanism is thus a faith that answers the challenge 
of our times. We call upon all men who share this conviction 
to associate themselves with us in this cause. 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP INTRODUCTORY OFFER with 
mention of this ad. With General ($5) membership you get: 
The Humanist, Free Mind, Morality Without God by Jannotta 
and Mangasarian, Philosophy of Humanism, by Corliss Lamont, 
Humanism for the Millions, by Gordon Kent, and What Do 
Roman Catholic Colleges Teach? by Harold Rafton. 


Write to: — AHA, YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO 


* From ‘‘Shoes of Happiness'’, Doubleday, 1922, with permission. 
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KANSAS 


KANSAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- 
tact: Carl R. Brown, Stockton, Kansas. 


RATIONALIST 
ORGANIZATIONS 


ARIZONA 


ARIZONA SECULARISTS, U.S.A., 
Box 893, Phoenix, Ariz. 


CALIFORNIA 

FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA, Dr. Vitali Negri, 1525 So. 
Western Ave., los Angeles, Calif 
SAN DIEGO FREETHINKERS SOCIETY, 
933 9th Ave., San Diego 1. Pres. Frank 
Erickson; Vice-Pres. Squires Russell; 
Sec'y-Treas. Julius Switra. Meets every | 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 


COLORADO 
JEFFERSON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY | MICHIGAN 
OF COLORADO, Herman O. Schutz, | MICHIGAN ~— RATIONALIST 
1351 Washington St., Denver 3, Colo. | Contact: Org. Comm., ARF., 
COLORADO RATIONALIST SOCIETY,| ‘ovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo 
contact: Frank Swancara, 285 S. Pearl| MINNESOTA 


St., Denver 9, Colorado. MINNESOTA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
FLORIDA contact Wm. P. Schramm, Russell, Minn. 
FLORIDA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con-| MONTANA 
tact: Albert S. Brown, Orangedale Rte.., | 
Green Cove Springs, Fla. } 
ST. PETERSBURG RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: D. Sweet, 4635 - 21st 
Ave., St. Peterburg 13, Fla. 


ILLINO'S | 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS, | 
contact: Ralph Blois, 2208 Overdene 
Ave., Rockford, Ill. 

AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION, 
CHICAGO CHAPTER, 615 Davis Street, | 
Evanston, Illinois. 
FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF THE NO.| 
SIDE OF CHICAGO. Sec'y: Herman 
Massman, 2855 N. Ashland, Chicago 
13, Hlinois 
THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. | 
Meets the first Saturday of the month 


OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA RATIONALIST SOCIETY. 
Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


OREGON 
OREGON RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con 
tact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview Av., 
Portland 12, Ore. 

| PENNSYLVANIA 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N 
Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: Luis Segura, 1506 N. 
Ist St., Nampa, Idaho. 
SOUTHERN STATES 
SOUTHERN STATES RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY. Sec'y: Ben W. Parnell, P.O. 
Box 179, Baton Rouge, La. 
Contact also: Buford W. Posey, R. 4, 
Philadelphia, Miss., or R. L. Bowman, 
1640 Welsh St., Memphis, Tenn. 
Org. Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis Ave., 
St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
| TEXAS 
| TEXAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E, May St., 
Yoakum, Tex. 
| CONGREGATION OF CZECH RATION- 
| MISSOURI ALISTS, 30942 E. 29th St., Houston, 
MISSOURI RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Texas. 


Contact: Sam Hill, 6517 Corbitt Ave., | UTAH 
St. Lovis 14, Mo. 


MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT, 
CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- 


CIETY, contact: Org. Comm. ARF, 2218 
St. Lovis Ave., St Louis 6, Mo. 


P.O. 











MARYLAND 


Contact: Org Comm., 
Lovis Ave., St. 


ARF., 
Lovis 6, Mo. 


2218 St. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY. Contact: D. Mangioni, P.O. Box | 
13, Hanover Sta., Boston, Mass. 








SOCIETY, | 
2218 St. 


MONTANA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, | 
contact: D. D. Bartholomew, 819 S. | 
3rd Ave., Bozeman, Mont. 


| UTAH RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS, Richard O. Pitner, 1223 Victoria Way, 


2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 
GERMAN SCHOOL ASS'N AND FREE! WASHINGTON 
COMMUNITY OF N. ST. LOUIS, INC., | 
2218 St. Louvis Ave. } 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
NEBRASKA 

NEBRASKA  RATIONALIST 
contact: Org Comm, ARF, 


WASHINGTON’ RATIONALIST 
TY, Sec'y: C. H. Steffen, 
Ave., Seattle 22, Wash. 
Contact also: Jim Cole, Rte 1, Box 323, 
Vashon, Washington. 


WISCONSIN 


SOCIE- 
1416-34th 


SOCIETY, 
2218 St. 


at Toffenetti's, 72 West Randolph St., 
Chicago, Ill., at 7:30 P.M, 


CZECHOSLOVAK CONGREGATION OF 


FREETHINKERS, 4236 W. Cermak Rd., | 


Chicago 23, Illinois. 
FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 
Herman Massman, Sec'y, 2855 No. 
Ashland Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
CHICAGO CHAPTER CRFA, 4236 W. 
Cermak Rd., Chicago 23, Ill. 
CICERO CHAPTER CRFA, 5701 
22nd Place, Cicero, Ill. 
CZECH RATIONALIST FEDERATION OF 
AMERICA, 4236 W. Cermak Road, 
Chicago 23, Ill, 
BOHEMIAN FREETHIPIKERS SCHOOLS 
OF CHICAGO, 2548 S. Homan Ave., 
Chicago 23, Ill. 
INDIANA 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF 
Sec'y: S. Edward Scott, 
634, Anderson, Indiana. 
Contact also: Edd Doerr, 4022 Mead- 
ows Drive, E-1, Indianapolis, Ind. 
1OWA 
IOWA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, Sec'y: 
Eimer E. Hansen, 3632 Jones Street, 
Sioux City, lowa. 


West 


INDIANA, 
R.R. 1, Box 
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Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEW ENGLAND STATES 


NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY. Contact Don Henshaw, 54 Whit- 
man St., Pawtucket, R.1I. 


NEW YORK 


LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 
215 W. 98th St., New York 25, N. Y. 
NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, 
Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., North 
Bergen, New Jersey. 

RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E, L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec'y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 

NEW YORK STATE RATIONALIST SO- 


CIETY, contact: John A. English, 286 


3rd Ave., Troy, N.Y. 


OHIO 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- 
tact: Org Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis 
Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
CLEVELAND CZECH 
Ant. Belsan, 
7, Ohio. 
OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Chester M. Cadle, Box 5562, Cleve- 
land 1, Ohio. 


RATIONALISTS, 
5149 Fowler, Cleveland 





FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Hall, 2617 
W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee 6, 
Wisconsin. 

JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 
2618 West Fond du Lac Ave., Mil- 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 


CANADA 


Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationalist Society, please 
write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo., 
USA. 








The Oldest Freethought Journal 
in the World 


THE FREETHINKER 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON 
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cently and 


its 
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with youthful vigor and intelligence. 
Subscription $4.50 


a year for 52 issues. 
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